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THE VETERINARY SCHOOLS. 


On Wednesday the 3rd inst. all the veterinary schools 
opened for their winter session. Of some we are able 
to give a short accoun}, and we hope next week to add to 
our reports of the opening addresses. 
' At the New Veterinary College General Tweedie, in 
roposing a vote of thanks to Professor McDougall for 
his address, said “‘ veterinary surgeons in the Army were 
now recognised to be officers and gentlemen .. . . they 
had great responsibilities and required to be highly 
learned in the arts and sciences.”” At the Royal Veteri- 
nary College Professor McFadyean in his address said 
“The principal measures carried into effect by the 
Council were salutary measures, particularly the institu- 
tion of the four years course and the new regulations as 
to the general education of students.’’ We all know the 
opinion of Professor Walley on the recent changes, which 
Professor McFadyean approves and which General 
Tweedie considers requisite. The principal'of “ Dick’s ’’ 
College was the constant supporter of them on the 
Council, if not the actual originator. Two objections 
were advanced to the longer college course, and to the 
higher standard of general education. It was said that 
they would make it more difficult for men to enter the 
profession, and thus reduce the number of students 
entering the schools, and that the standard of excel- 
lence required was above that necessary to ensure 
fit men as veterinarians. The matter is worth re 
ferring to just now, because it is very esseutia] that 
the Royal College of veterinary surgeons should 
work harmoniously with the schools at the same time 
that they use their powers for the good of the public. 
Our monopoly of granting diplomas is a great trust, 
and can only be maintained by adopting measures really 
necessary to ensure that holders of the diploma shall 
possess proper training ana skill. It would be a breach 
of trust to accept graduates not properly qualified, and 
it would be an injustice to the public and to the schools 
to enforce such a severe test as would keep good prac- 
titioners out of the profession and injuriously deplete the 
classes of students. In adopting the changes which re- 
quire a higher standard of general education and which 
necesitate a longer course of study, the Council carefully 
considered all the effects likely to result from their ac- 
tion. They concluded that if the advance of science was 
to be utilized by veterinarians an increased course of 
teaching was essential to enable students to obtain a 
thorough grasp of their subjects. They also decided that 
such grasp could only be obtained by men possessing a 
better general education than the present holders of the 
diploma. With the general advance of education-made 
by all classes of society it would not do for a rising pro- 
fession to remain at the level of last generation. 

At a recent meeting of the Scottish Metropolitan 
V.M.S., one of the speakers expressed the opinion that 
our general education standard was “ nothing short of a 
hardship” to students; that it was “ decidedly unfair 
to keep a man four years at college” and he advised 
members of the profession to take the matter into their 
serious consideration. Another speaker thought the 
‘Council by its action had thrown an “ unnecessary 
burden on the shoulders of parents and others who 


in the fact that they emanated from two prin- 
cipals of schools. Jt is satisfactory to know that 
they are met by the diametrically opposite views of two 
other principals, but we should not lose sight of the 
fact that the recent chauges are not yet accepted by 
some of those most interested in their effects, The new 
schemes came into action with the opening of the schools 
this month, aud it is too early to judge them by their 
effects. So far every man is able ouly to draw con- 
clusions by analogy and, if he possess the necessary 
temerity, to prophecy. We can all afford to wait a year 
or two. 


Tue Counci, 


Our report of the meeting of Council on October 3rd 
shows that still a large number of matters exist to occupy 
the time of our representatives. The Christmas exam- 
inations were fixed to commence with the written test on 
December 10th, and a Fellowship examination will be 
held on December 8th, when we hope a number of candi- 
dates will offer themselves—without all the inducements 
some gentlemen consider necessary to attract. 

The only really controversial subject before the Coun- 
cil was raised by a proposal to grant a sum of money to 
the British Institute of Preventive Medicine. This 
question originally came before the Council as far back 
as January 5th, 1893, and then was deferred to see what 
the Institute would do for veterinary science, and what 

osition on it would be given to veterinary surgeons. 

ost of the local Associations have deferred action 
until the Council has arrived at a decision, and are now 
waiting for the Council to vote a grant, so that they may 
add their subscriptions to the general fund to be contri- 
buted by the profession. This the Council seems to 
have forgotten, and so we are no further forward than 
we were a year ago. Some of our members now incline 
to give nothing to the Institute. Some propose a grant 
of £50, some £100, some £250 and some £500, All these 
suggestions are to simply give the sum of money without 
conditions. Another proposal is that the Institute 
should be offered a grant with a request that it be applied 
toa distinct object—the furnishing and founding of a 
veterinary laboratory in the Institute. In this a member 
of the veterinary profession would find a place for work, 
and to it the practitioner could apply for assistance, or 
eveu arrange for carrying on his own pathological inves- 
tigations. 

It was objected by a few members that the Council 
could not afford such a large sum as £500. This of 
course is transparently wrong. We have some thousands 
of pounds lying idle, and the only question is, Can we 
use any part of it so as to further the interests of the 
profession, or the science which should guide our art ? 
About four years ago the Council decided to grant £250 
to test the value of tuberculine. Mr. J. F. Simpson 
supported this motion and twitted the Council with not 
moving with the times, and said “we have ample means 
at our command, and I for one shall support the resolu- 
tion.” Mr. Trigger said “it is the duty of the profession 
to be in the van and lead, and on that simple ground I 
shall support the motion.” 

No one will compare the value of testing the use of 


tuberculine with the value to be derived from a Veteri- 


wished to educate their charges for the veterinary | nary Laboratory in the British Institute. If that were 
Profession.” The gravity of these utterances lies | worth £260 this would be cheap at £2000. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES 


FRACTURE OF BASE OF CRANIUM. 
By Wits, M.R.C.V.S. 


About 8 p.m. on the 28th of February last I was 
requested to attend a grey mare, unable to rise after 
having thrown herself backwards over. When I 
arrived [found my patient lying on her off side in 
the stable yard. Her pulse was rapid and small, 
breathing quiet and regular, surface temperature very 
low. She had been lying in the yard over four 
hours. I learnt th:t whilst being dressed she had 


Base of Cranium—upper rf wi Svers: f 
su ace, sho n tran 
racture, 


reared up and fallen over backwards, striki 

round with her poll on landing, when het 
iately | executed what may be termed a « death 
gallop” on her side, and then lay quite still. Several 
ineffectual attempts had been made to get her on h 
feet. With difficulty she was raised and held by 
three or four men against a wall. When Me 
attempted to move her the limbs threatened to Pa 
ri eve it was necessary to lift and place her feet 
or Aer to render progression possible. In this way 


had her placed in slings. I then found that she was 
bleeding from the nostrils and the left ear; that her 
vision on both sides was almost lost, and that she 
was deaf. She reeled two and fro in the slings. 

On the following day her breathing, internal and 
surface temperatures and pulse were practically nor- 
mal, and no further hemorrhage had taken plade 
from the ear or nose. 

On the third day of her illness paralysis of the left 
side of the face was observed. On moving her out 
of the slings she was seen to knuckle-over badly at 
the fetlocks, she reeled in her gait, and there was a 
marked bending of the neck over to the right. This 
last symptom passed away in the course of five or six 
days as also did the deafness of the right ear, whilst 
that of the left and the impairment of the vision per- 
sisted. 


Base of Cranium—under surface, showing transverse fracture, 
th callus. 


About the tenth day a reddish grey patch rather 
larger than a pin’s head was observed on the left 
cornea, below the middle line. This subsequently 
ulcerated and slowly healed. About this time there 
was decided improvement in her gait, and at the end 
of a fortnight she was slowly led about the yard. Her 
pace at exercise was gradually quickened as she 1m- 
proved, so that at the end of about a month she had 
trotted about briskly, carrying her attendant. There 
was now nothing to be observed amiss with her ex- 


we succeeded in getting her into her stable where ] 


cept the paralysis of the ear, eyelids, and mouth on 
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the left side. She had recovered what condition she 
had lost in the earlier days of her illness. 

Shortly after this she was put in harness for trial, 
doing on each of the first two days about eight or 
nine miles. On the third day she rested, and on the 
fourth day she was driven from twelve to fourteen 
miles. The following day about noon, whilst being 
brought out of her stall, she ran back and fell over 
on her side. With some difficulty she regained her 
feet. All her paralytic symptoms were again exhibi- 
tedin a marked degree. She was turned into a loose- 
box for three or four weeks longer, but no improve- 
ment took place. The most obvious change during 
this second term of her illness was a striking degree 
of atrophy of the muscles of the left ear and the left 
temporal muscle. 

She was destroyed by being bled to death, with a 
view to making an examination of the brain and sur- 
rounding structures. This was unfortunately not 
carried out till some considerable time after her 
slaughter when, of course, the brain itself was unfit 
for examination. It was, however, noticed that on 
the floor of the skull there was a diffuse, firm thicken- 
ing beneath the dura-mater. On examining the base 
of the skull from beneath a similar but more exten- 
sive thickening was observed. After macerating the 
bones and stripping off the soft structures it was seen 
that the base of the skull had been fractured trans- 
versely, as is well shown in the accompanying illus- 
trations representing the portion of the skull pre- 
served. 

(This is a very remarkable case. Such an extensive 


lesion of the base of the brain might have b2en thought in- 
consistent with even temporary recovery.—Ev]. 


VERMINOUS ENTERITIS. 
By Franz G. Asutey, F.R.C.V.S. 


I am induced to publish the following as I think it 
a good illustration of the burrowing capabilities of 
some intestinal worms, but | regret the exact mode 
of infection has not been satisfactorily proved. 

On Saturday evening last I was requested to 
attend a thoroughbred foal 84 months old which 
had been found exhibiting symptoms of severe 
abdominal pain. I learnt that it had been in the 
present owner’s possession a week, and during that 
time it had occasionally been found lying down in an 
unusual manner ; that it had a “ big belly” and a 
“starved appearance,” although it was a good feeder, 
and that no relaxation of the bowels or worms in the 
feces had been noticed. 

I found it in a state of collapse, purging freely, 
and it died some three hours later. In the morning 
I made a post-mortem examination and on incising 
the abdominal wall a quantity of pale coloured fluid 
gushed out; all the viscera were anemic, but other- 
wise health, with the exception of the bowels. The 
double colon and cecum exhibited externally marked 
petechial blushes of various sizes, some two and 
three inches in length ; and blood clots under the 
peritoneum which was raised like many small black 

uttons ; in the majority of these on close inspection 


I could see a worm about half an inch long, which 


on incising the peritoneum covering them were easily 
removed with the forceps, and were found to be the 
strongylus tetracanthus. On further examination 
of the external surface of the free end of the cecum 
some five or six worms, varying in length from 4 
to # of an inch, could be plainly seen lying under 
the peritoneum, which showed but faint traces of 
irritation; many others singly were noticed in 
other portions of the large bowels. On laying open 
the double colon and cwcum I found the mucous 
membrane of a deep crimson colour, and in several 
portions there were many pit-like depressions which 
corresponded in position to the blood clots containing 
worms previously noticed on the external surface of 
the gut. On the fioating colon the same beautiful 
petechial markings and blood clots—some as large as 
horse beans—were also present, but on incising this 
gut its coats were found to be thickened, and the 
mucous membrane of a peculiar pale pasty character. 
There were also several whipworms amongst the 
ejesta. 

My attention was next directed to about thirty 
dark discolourations, much like small bruises, vary- 
ing in size from a shilling to a crownpiece, situated 
on the inside of the abdominal wall, and on incising 
the peritoneal covering of some of them ] was able 
to take from amongst the connective tissue and 
superficial muscles a worm similar to those found on 
the external surface of the large bowel. 

As this foal had been turned out for the first time 
that day with other foals I think it probable they 
raced about and afterwards drank some cold water or 
caught a chill, which owing to the debilitated state 
of this animal’s system, consequent upon it being so 
permeated with these worms, set up inflammation 
speedily assuming a fatal character. 


SURRA. 


Professor Lingard has issued a further report on 
his investigation of Surra, finishing with a summary 
of the conclusions he has been led to. The following 
short extract contains the matters of most interest to 
veterinarians. 


TREATMENT OF HorsE SURRA. 


Since the publication cf the last report, the experi- 
meutal treatment has been continued with success, the 
hicherto fatal disease having now proved amenable to 
certain drugs. The following is an outline of the 
case. 

The animal contracted surra by tric ingestion 
of soiled blood, after a latent period of 6 days. Treat- 
ment was commenced at once, cunsisting of arsenic as 
liq. arsenicalis, in gr. iv. doses, increasing rapidly to 12 
grs. daily. After a paroxysm of 5 days, during which 
time the hematozoon was very numerous, it disappeared 
from the blood. The arsenical treatment was continued 
for 65 days, 454 grs. of arsenic being administered. At 
this period the animal showed an aversion to the arsenic 
in this form. For this reason, and as previous experi- 
ence pointed to the fact that arsenic by itself did not, 
in some cases, destroy the resting or immature form of 
the hzeematozoon, the double iodide of arsenic and mer- 
cury was substituted, as it was known that the 
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iodide of mercury does not form an_ albuminate, 
and consequently the whole of the salt would be 
available. The iodides were continued for a period 
of 106 days, in order to ensure the absolute de- 
struction of the immature form. In all, 1822-75 c.c., or 
288 grains each of the tri-iodide of arsenic and bin -iodide 
of mercury, were given. Since the medicine was discon- 
tinued, about 8 weeks have elapsed ; and the animal is in 
good health and condition ; and no hematozoon has ap- 
peared in the circulation for 423 days, or over 7 months. 
For six and a half months during this period, the animal 
has averaged 44 miles walking exercise daily. As it did 
not thrive on gram, barley (boiled) was given in its place 
with the most satisfactory results, the animal rapidly put- 
ting on flesh. 

It appears that animals suffering from surra have a 
greater tolerance of arsenic than healthy animals, when 
the drug is administered for a leugthened period, as in 
the experiments. Difficulty was experienced in getting 
the horses, accustomed to be watered at a river or tank, 
to take the drug (in water), or even pure water from a 
bucket. No such difficulty occurred in treating pre- 
viously recorded surra-cases received from Bombay, 
where horses had always been used to the latter method 
During an acute attack of a disease only lasting a few 
days, it is easy to administer drugs by drenching ; but in 
the treatment of surra, when it is necessary to adminis- 
ter medicines two or three times daily for a period of 
some weeks, drenching is out of the question, as any un- 
necessary disturbance of the animal, and possible injury 
to the mouth is prejudicial and would certainly retard 
recovery. 

Rat Supra. 


During the period, November to June 1894, out of a 
total of 1107 rats examined 421 contained the hemato- 
zoon in their circulation. It was present in 31°53 per 
cent. of the rats caught from January to May, and 40°31 
per cent. of these obtained from June to December, or 
during the rainy season. Although in the hot season 
the hematozoon is present in the circulation of these 
animals, the organisms are very few in number, while 
during the latter period of the year they are far more 
numerous, the percentage of cases in which the hemato- 
zoa are very pumerous or swarming, being 24:00 in the 
~ — and 52°61 in the rainy season, or in a ratio of 

Proof was wanting that this heematozoon was capable 
of producing surra when blood containing the organism 
was subcutaneously injected into horses and some other 
species of animals. As early as November 1890, I com- 
menced a series of experiments for the purpose of decid- 
ing the above question, and obtained positive results, bat 
found that the periods of incubation were more pro- 
longed than in horse-surra, in one case being as much as 
63 days. Notwithstanding this, the virulence of the 
disease when once developed was intense, as shown by 
the short period during which the animal survived, after 
the appearance of the hematozoon in the blood ; this be- 
ing in three cases only 2 to 5 days. 


CoMMUNICABILITY TO MAN, 


We have no direct evidence as to wheth , 
beings are susceptible to the virus of surra ; bat a 
no doubt that they do not readily contract the disease 
During the performance of one hundred autopsies on 
horses which have succumbed to the diseased, I have 
contracted wounds which were at once treated antise - 
tically ; and the Mahars have had severe cuts and am 
from their blood-stained instrume ea 


ae nts ; but no infection 
{n Burmah—the only country reported 
where is seen in PG. H 
where one might expect to find cases of this di i 
human beings following the use of <r: ae 
> 


inhabitants as true Buddhists are not permitted to use 
it as food. 


Doe 


Early in 1893 I went to the Kennels at Bandora in 
order to investigate on the spot an outbreak of disease, 
which was carrying off several English fox hounds. 

The symptoms nected in their sequence were : paroxys- 
mal fever ; anorexia ; at a later date swelling of the inte- 
gument abont the head and throat; injection of the 
conjunctival membranes ; increased lachrymation ; effu- 
sion into the joints in some cases, and marked cedema of 
the limbs and under-surface of the abdomen ; extravasa- 
tions of blood into one or both anterior chambers of 
the eyes, followed by opacity of the cornea, and later 
total blindness. 

On microscopical examination, the hematozoon, re- 
sembling that found in the horse—the subject of 
surra—was discovered in the blood during the par- 
oxysms, and in the fluid of the anterior chamber of the 
eye, when an extravasation of blood was present, although 
the organisms were absent during the same period from 
the general circulation. 

English imported dogs, fox-hounds and fox-terriers, 
have been found to be the most commonly affected with 
this disease during the first few years’ residence in this 
country. 

This disease was unrecognized as surra until the out- 
break of 1893. The first records of heavy mortality in 
imported fox-hounds are those of the Ootacamund Ken- 
nels in 1869 70. From 1870—1883 there was no mor- 
tality in the Madras packs. But in 1884, fourteen couples 
succumbed to symptoms similar to those described as 
attacking the Bombay hounds, viz. paroxysmal fever 
ete. 

The heematozoon of the dog produces surra when in- 
oculated into the horse, and the disease is characterized 
by well-marked relapses in the temperature at the ter- 
mination of the paroxysms. 

Few cases have been submitted to experimental 
treatment ; but, asin the case of the horse, arsenic and 
mereury appear to be the only remedies which promise 
success. 


SuMMARY oF ouR KNOWLEDGE OF THE ETIOLOGY oF 
SURRA UP TO THE PRESENT. 


The disease occurs spontaneously in: elephants, 
camels, solipeds, bovines, and the canine species (dog, 
jackal, hyzena). 

2. In most of these animals the disease appears be- 
tween June and December, i.e. the rainy season, while in 
hounds it occurs during the hunting months, January to 
the end of March. ' 

3. The causes of the disease in animals other than 
canines are : 

(a) Drinking water concentrated by evaporation, and 
contaminated with the infusorian, towards the end of the 
hot season. 

(b) Eating soiled herbage obtained from localities. 
liable to inundation. 

(c) Ingestion with corn of excrement of rats and 
bandicoots, affected with the hzeematozoon. 

(d) In hounds, by eating carrion or. the soiled blood 
of animals hunted ; in other dogs, by destroying affec 
rats and bandicoots. 

4. In the case of horses contracting the disease, there 
can be little doubt that many of the outbreaks are due 
to the ingestion of rats’ or bandicoots’ excrement W! 
corn. In the hot season, the hzematozoon or its resting 
form in its excrement would naturally be destroye by 
the continued drought ; while in the rains, the moisture 
would be found sufficient to sustain the life of the infus- 
orian, and enable the resting form to germinate, 4” 
possibly mature in siti. 

5. Hence the dung of rats and bandicoots 1s 4 source 
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of danger ; and protective measures should therefore be 
taken at all times to remove rat and bandicoot excrement 
from the corn given to equines. 

6. As however the complete removal of the excrement 
would be a matter of some difficulty owing to its break- 
ing into fragments, artificial means to promote the dessi- 
cation of the corn, and the consequent destruction of the 
organism or spores, should be adopted. This would per- 
haps seem the most rational preventive measure, as the 
prolonged drought during the hot season appears to pro- 
duce the same effect. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A quarterly meeting of the Council of this College was 
held on Wednesday, the 3rd inst. at the College Building, 
Red Lion Square, Bloomsbury, Mr. W. Hunting, the 
president, occupying the chair. The other members 
present were Sir F. FitzWygram, Messrs. F. W. Wragg, 
J. McFadyean, J. Penberthy, W. A. Edgar, E. S. Shave, 
A. W. Mason, C. Hartley, G. Elphick, Colonel Oliphant, 
Messrs. H. Kidd, J. Fraser, J. F. Simpson, W. J. Mul- 
vey, J. E. Peele, R. C. Trigger, J. Abson, A. Lawson, 
and J. A. W. Dollar. 

The Secretary (Mr. Hill) having read the minutes of 
the preceding meeting, 

Mr. TrieGEeR moved that the minutes be confirmed, 
remarking that he was pleased to find that they had 
written minutes now instead of printed minutes as 
previously. 

Mr. Simpson seconded the motion which was adopted. 

THE AGENDA PaPER. 


Mr. Hartey asked whether it was not usual to have 
on an agenda paper as among the business to be tran- 
sacted, mention made of confirmation of the minutes of 
the previous meeting. 

The Cuarrman : I think so. 

Mr. Hartiey: I have no doubt the omission made in 
this respect in the agenda we have received was due to 
an oversight. 

The CHatsman: The Secretary will make a note of it. 

Mr. Mutuvey: Mr. President, as you have allowed 
attention to be called to the agenda paper, perhaps you 
will also allow me to direct attention to what I consider 
to bean omission. It will be in the remembrance of the 
Council that six months ago I gave notice of a motion 
on certain subjects connected with the length of the 
sessional year. That appeared on the notice board at 
our last Council meeting, and I asked the permission of 
the Council, in deference to the expressed wish of Prof. 
Walley (who was unable to attend) to withdraw my 
motion for that meeting. I, however, suggested that it 
should be kept on the board in order that [ might bring 
it forward at this meeting. In addition to that I wrote 
to the secretary asking that the notice of motion might 
be exhibited on the voard in order that I might bring 


the motion displayed on the notice board. 

The Szcrrrary: I must apologise. The board was 
only just cleared vefore this particular meeting. 

Mr. Mutvey: I call attention to the fact, too, that 
the motion does not appear on our present agenda paper 
so that I shall scarcely be in order in bringing it 
forward. 

The Cuarrman: I do not know how the omission 
occurred. I can only say I am very sorry. 1 do not feel 
responsible myself. 


they appear here (printed draft of proposed altered bye- 
laws) there will be no necessity for my iotion. But I 
certainly desired to introduce it, and ample and regular 
notice has been given. 

The Cuarrman: I expect that the reason of the 
omission was that your motion is embodied in the draft 
bye-laws as approved by the Bye-laws Committee. 

The Storetary read letters expressing regret at 
inability to attend from Mr. Donald, Wigton ; Professor 
Walley, Professor McCall and Mr. Lambert. 

Mr. Donatp wrote stating that “he found that to 
properly attend to the important duties of a member of 
the Council demanded a greater sacrifice cf time than he 
could afford, and for that reason he begged to tender his 
resignation.” He added that attendance at the meetings 
as they are fixed involved on his part an absence of 
nearly three days from home. 

On the motion of Mr. Wragg, seconded by Mr. Lawson, 
Mr. Donald’s resignation was accepted. 


Tue EXxAMINERSHIP IN PHySIOLOGY. 


The following letter received from Professor McKend- 
rick was read. 
UNIVERSITY oF GLASGOW, 


Sept. 25th, 1894. 
Dear Sir, 
Owing to the pressure of University duties I find it 
necessary to resign the office of ove of the Examiners of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. This I much 
regret as it gave me the opportunity of becoming ac- 
quainted with many men for whom I have formed a 
high esteem, and in sending in my resignation I | beg to 
ackuowledge gratefully the kindness and courtesy I have 
always received. 
I am, dear Sir, 
Yours very truly, 
Joun G, McKenpRick 
To the President of 
The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


The Secretary reported in connectiou with this 
matter the receipt of two applications for the anticipated 
vacant post. 

Mr. TriagGerR: The question of the appointmant of a 
successor to Dr. McKendrick is not now before us. 

Mr. Fraser: Until we advertise for an examiner, |] 
think consideration of these applications should be de- 
ferred. 

Mr. Mutvey: Before Dr. McKendrick’s resignaticu 
is accepted I must suggest that he be asked to kindly 
continue in office until after the Christmas examination. 
You are well aware that, before the May examiuation, 
we shall have to re-appoint the whole of our examiners, 
and it would ceriainly be « convenience to this College 
if Dr. McKendrick could be induced to retain his 
position until the whole of the examiners are re- 
appointed. 

Mr. Simpson: I feel sure from the kind expressions 
the letter of resignation contains, that the doctor will 
make an effort to comply with our wish. I agree with 
Mr. Mulvey that it is very desirable we should retain 
our old examiners, at any rate until] Christmas. 

The Secretary was directed to write to Dr. Mc- 
Kendrick expressing the wish of the Council that he 
should continue in office until after the Christmas exam- 
ination. 

An lnconvEeNIENT Dare. 


A letter dated the 28th ult. was read from Professor 
McUall expressing surprise that the quarterly meeting of 
the Council should have been fixed for a day when all 
the Scotch veterinary schools were opened. He asked 
whether the principals of these schools were expected to 


Mr. Mutvey: Of course, if the bye-laws are passed as 


be present and, if not, why they were deprived of the 
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power of attending. He hoped that the Council would 
prevent a recurrence of such proceedings. 

The Cuarrman : I think it is requisite that I should 
offer a remark on that letter. I do so for the purpose of 
apologising to the principals of the Scotch schools who 
are also members of this Council. 1 arranged six weeks 
ago that this meeting should be held on the same day 
that the Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town, 
opened its session. I never dreamt, however, that all 
the schools would be opened on the same day simply be- 
cause such a thing had never occurred before. I was 
only following the precedent in convening this meeting 
for the day of opening of the London College. Had I 
known that the Scotch schools would be opened on the 
same day I should not of course have fixed this meeting 
for to-day. I am certainly sorry that my action should 
have prevented the attendance of any member of this 
Council. 

Professor Penspertuy: I move that a letter be sent 
to Professor McCall conveying the spirit of what the 
president has stated. 

Mr, Apson seconded the motion which was carried. 


CERTIFICATES OF PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION. 


The Secretary reported that he had received a letter 
dated the 14th ult. from Professor A. E. Mettam, of the 
Royal Dick Veterinary College, asking whether the 
Council would accept certificates of the preliminary or 
general knowledge examination from students who had 
failed to obtain the full certificate or to pass in all sub- 
jects at one examination. “ Is it,’ he queried, “ necessary 
that the whole examination must be passed at one 
time /”’ The Secretary said that in reply he informed 
Mr. Mettam that the Council had no authority to accept 
any other certificates than the certificates named on the 
euclosed list.” (A list tixed by the bye laws.) To this 
Mr. Mettam answered on the 25th ult :—“ Yours to 
hand. I am unable to deduce from your reply an answer 
tu the following question : Is it necessary that a student 
should pass in all subjects of the general knowledge 
examination at one and the same time?” A reply to 
this, the president thought, had better come from the 
Council. 

Professor PenpertHy : We are bound by the bye-laws 
and we are bound by the Medical Council's conditions. 

The CuatrMan : | am afraid we are not bound by the 
Medical Council's conditions, because we have omitted to 
embody all their clauses in our bye-laws. 

Professor Penpertuy: I think you will find that the 
original proposition in my name includes the same con- 
ditions as those laid down by the Medical Council. 

The Cuarrman: In the published bye-laws up to 
the present time we have no clause which says that they 
shall pass all these subjects at once; and, I take it, we 
are bound entirely by the educational body who grant a 
certificate, behind which we must not go to ascer- 
tain whether a student passed at once or in twenty 
times. 

Mr. Mutvey: We simply require certain certificates 
If the students present themselves with these certificates 
it 1s no concern of ours when or how they passed their 
examination. 

The CuairMaN : Is it necessary to pass in all subjects 
yn examination at one and the same 

ime ur bye-laws say nothin 

rofessor PENBEKTHY: That is it. We on 
certificate, What is meant is, I take it, ae 
two say one in 1894 that he 
as passed in geogra and an i 
pase graphy other in 1895 that he has 

© Secretary : Can a student co 
having p in all al 
assed personal knowledge subjects save 


one, and then come up again when he has passed in that 
subject two or three months afterwards ? 

Professor PENBERTHY : Your answer will be that we 
simply require the prescribed certificate. 

Mr. Asson: We don’t want a piece-meal certiticate. 

The CHarrmMan: We require a certain certificate 
granted by an approved educational body, and cannot 
accept any partial or divided certificate. 

The SEcRETARY was requested to reply to Professor 
Mettam accordingly. 


CERTIFICATES AND CANDIDATES CREDENTI/LS, 


Professor McCat. wrote from the Veterinary College, 
Glasgow, stating that a student who had applied for 
admission into that College had produced an educational 
certificate granted to him by the University of Sydney, 
New South Wales, and he (Professor McCall) was de- 
sirious of kuowing whether that certificate would be 
recognised by the Council of the. Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. He added that, according to the 
syllabus of the New Veterinary College, Edinburgh, the 
certificate would be accepted. The student was not 
averse to passing another examination of a kind which 
he had already undergone. 

Professor PENBERTHY to the Secretary: Supposing 
the New College, according to their syllabus, receive 
this certificate that has no effect upon you ; you are to 
judge of the correctness of the certificate. 

The Secretary: am. 

Mr. Triacer: The question arises whether, if Prof. 
McCall is correct that the Edinburgh school accept a 
certain certificate, that school is right in doing so ? 

Professor PENBERTHY : Schools can accept what certi- 
ficates they like—any certificate they like--and it is for 
this College to reject or accept anything they like after- 
wards. Professor Williams has a perfect right to accept 
that certificate and accept as many students as he 
can for one year. But the certificates must be handed 


, to our secretary before the first professional examination, 


and he must be governed as to their acceptance or rejec- 
tion by the bye laws in our Register. 

The Secretary said that the Syduey University certi- 
ficate in this case was considered by the head master of 
the Berkshire Grammar School to be equivalent to 4 
certificate granted by the University of Cambridge. 

Mr. Fraser thought that it would be rather hard upon 
students who had reached the standards of Colonial 
Universities that the certificates should not be accepted 
by that Council. He knew that the Canadian Univers!- 
ties, for instance, were equal to the Unversities of this 
country. 

Professor PeNBERTHY did not doubt the status of any 
Colonial University. They had, however, specified the 
certificates which they would receive, and before they 
could accept others they would have to alter their 
bye-laws. 

Mr. Fraser: Then you exclude students from all parts 
of the world? ‘ 

Prof. Penspertuy: Undoubtedly. 

Mr. Fraser: That is rather hard. . 

Professor PENBERTHY: That is a new question al- 
together. 

On the motion of Sir F. Fitz Wygram the secretary Wa 
instrueted to inform Professor McCall that “ no certifi- 
cate can be accepted by this College except those 
authorised by the bye-laws of the College.” 

Mr. Mutvey subsequently said: 1 understand that 
our secretary receives educational certificates from. 
candidates who present themselves for class A examine 
tion. To the secretary: Do you, before candidate 1s 
allowed to present himself for examination, rece1ve a 
cational certificates from each College ? ie 

The Secretary : No, sir. I have not had them fro 


Scotland. 
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Mr. Mutvey: Have you had them in London ? 

The Secretary: Yes, always. 

Mr. Mutvey: Under the uew rule that this College 
only receives certain certificates, 1 want—that there may 
be no mistake about it—to secure that the certificates 
should be properly lodged. : 

Professor Pensertuy: They are—all the English 
ones. 

Mr..Mutvey: And the Scotch ? 

The Cuatrman: The Scotch secretary receives them. 

The Szcretary: Every student who comes up for 
the A examination produces a certificate. 

Mr. Mutvey: It seems from the letter we have heard 
read that certain colleges accept certain certificates which 
we do not accept. Who is to know whether those certi- 
ficates are being accepted or not. 

Professor McFapyEan : Their acceptance by a school 
does not bind this Council. 

Mr. Mutvey: No sir, but it is for this Council to say 
whether or no they will accept those students. 

Professor PENBERTHY: Don’t you think it is desirable 
that the Council should have a list of the certificates 
presented by the students, by which they enter for 
professional examination, as well as the secretary in 
England and Scotland, so that we may know exactly the 
certificates by which a man enters. 

The Cuatrman: I will have that seen to. Mr. Hill 
and Mr. Rutherford must supply us with a list of each 
man’s certificates, together with the dates of the certi- 
ficates. 

Mr. Fraser: How are we to check these certificates / 

The Cuairman: The only check will be by our 
officers. If they accept the certificates presented. we 
shall be bound by them. 

Prof. PeNBErtHY: But we shall have a check upon 
our officers, after that. 

Mr. Etpuick: But should it not be an instruction to 
our officers, that they accept no certificates except those 
mentioned in our bye-laws ? 

Professor McFapyEan pointed out that the students 
of the London Veterinary College were mostly admitted 
after examination by the College of Preceptors, who sent 
@ list of those who had successfully passed to the General 
Medical Council but gave no certificates. How would 
these students be affected by the Council’s bye-law? No 
doubt by writing to the secretary of the General Medical 
Council, information could be had as to the students 
who had passed. 

Mr. Triccer: If we get a list of the names of those 
‘who have passed that would be enough. 

Mr. Moutvey: No, we have got to abide by our 
bye-law. 

Professor Epgar: We have a special clause relating to 
the preliminary examinations for medical students, held 
at the College of Preceptors ; by which the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons binds itself to accept such as 
have passed. 

Professor McFapygan: No doubt, but how are our 
students to produce the evidence that they have passed 
the examination ? 

Mr. Dottar: The point is, I take it, not that the 


particular form or way, but that it is sumething which 
certifies or shows that certain men have passed certain 
examinations. Such a document, be it a collective or 
individualistic document is, I take it, a certificate in a 
legal cause. Any document sent in in that form showing 
that certain men had passed would, I suppose, be ac- 
cepted as a legal certificate whether it referred to one, or 
a few, or many. 

The CuarrMan : Certainly we should accept the certi- 


fieate of an approved examining body if it included 30 
or 100. 


passed the examination at the Preceptors’ College was 
registered by the Medical Council, and having been 
registered by that Council he had a right to demand that 
the secretary of the Veterinary College should register 
him. When he paid his guinea fee the Medical Council 
gave hin a certificate. 

The subject then dropped. 


Tue REGISTRATION OF FARRIERS. 


A letter was read from Mr. W. E. Baxter, clerk to the 
Farriers Company, stating that resolutions of the Regis- 
tration Committee, authorising the separate registration 
of firemen and doormen had been approved by the 
Farriers Company and the Royal Agricultural Society, 
and only waited the approval of the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons in order that they might 
be carried into effect. He added that he should be glad 
to know which of the members took the place of the 
representative who had resigned on the Registration 
Committee. 

Mr. Simpson: Do I understand that it is proposed to 
proceed to the important business of electing a repre- 
sentative on the Registration Committee of the Farriers 
Company without notice having been given ? 

The CuarrmMan: I don’t think we can. I am very 
sorry that the matter has been overlooked. The resolu- 
tions reterred to in Mr. Baxter’s letter have reference to 
a decision to register separately, doormen, and firemen. 
We are asked to give our approval of this decision which 
has already received the sanction of the Farriers Com- 
pany and the Royal Agricultural Society. 

Mr. Wraaa@: | move that our approval be given to the 
resolutions. The doormen are to be given a different 
certificate to the firemen, and a doorman will not be 
allowed to call himself a registered shoeing smith. Only 
the firemen will be entitled to affix “R3.S8.” to their 
names. 

Mr. TrieceR: I second that motion. I think that 
the proposed change is decidedly a step in the right 
direction. 

Mr. Fraser: What is the doorman to call himself ? 

Mr. Triecer : A registered doorman. 

Mr. FrasER: It is absurd. 

Mr. Simpson: I agree with Mr. Fraser that the whole 
thing is absurd. The idea of registering a man simply 
because he can fit a shoe or put one on. Whatisa 
farrier? Does the trade simply consist of one branch or 
two branches! Does it consist of making the shoe or of 
putting iton? I think we have done quite sufficient 
with regard to this registration of farriers without going 
further. I think, indeed, we have made ourselves a little 
ridiculous in the eyes of the veterinary profession, al- 
though if we had carried out what was orginally intended, 
I do not think we should have done so, | protest against 
what the profession at the present time regards as an 
absurdity. 

Mr. | don’t thiuk they do. 

Mr. Simpson: My friend says he does not think they 
do. 1 think the mover and seconder of the proposition 
before us are members of the Worshipful Company of 
Farriers. 

Mr. TriacerR: No, sir. 

Mr. Simpson : I beg your pardon. 

The motion was rejected by a considerable majority. 
Mr. Simpson: I propose that the Farriers Company 
be informed that this Council are of opinion that no 
farrier should be registered as a shoeing smith unless he 
is capable of performing to the satisfaction of the 
examiners the duties alike of doorman and shoeing 
smith. 

The CuarrMan : | thought some confusion had arisen. 
That motion is quite superfluous because the Farriers 
Company have done nothing of the sort and do not 


Professor Suave explained that each student who 


propose to. Mr. Wragg expressly told you that the 
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Company did not intend to register doormen as shoeing | a vote of thanks was unanimously recorded to the several 
smiths but simply as doormen. donors. 

Mr. Simpson : That I quite recognised. FINANceE. 

The Cuarrman: But your motion does not. , Mr. Triccer brought up the report of the Finance 

Mr. Simpson: I understood that it was the practice | (om mittee which showed a balance in hand, after pay- 
of the Farriers Company to register men as shoeing ment of liabilities. of £314. He moved the adoption of 
smiths who were only capable of doing doormen’s work. | the financial statement, and that the question of the cost 
Am I right ? of printing be referred to the treasurer for considera- 

Mr. Wraae : No, ‘ ._ | tion and report. 

The Cuarrman: What they propose to do is this,/ My Lawson seconded the motion which was carried 
they now register a man as an “RSS.” They find] 01, con, 
that the trade object to have the doormen left out. The 
trade ask the Company to supply acertificate to the 
doorman as a doorman only. When the doorman ad-| Mr, Simpson presented the report of the Registration 
vances to the position of fireman then, and not till then, | Committee, which explained the steps taken against 
will he be registered as a shoeing smith. This, I believe, | various offenders against the veterinary Act, and re- 
has been discussed by the Royal Agricultural Society, | commend in one case the removal of the name of a 

' by the Registration Committee, and by a sub-committee | veterinary surgeon from the register, because of conduct 

ad nauseam. ae “disgraceful in a professional sense.” Mr. Simpson 

Mr. Simpson : I believe it has. . moved the adoption of the report. 

The CuatrMan: And all the practical mev on the/ Mr, Fraser seconded the motion. 
Registration Committee have agreed to it, whilewe in| Mr, TricaEr asked whether the practitioner, whem it 
five minutes have declined to do so. This is not putting | was proposed to remove from the register, had been 


Tue REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


us in quite a proper position as a deliberative body. afforded an ample opportunity of defending himself from 


Professor McFapyEaNn expressed his opinion that this 
was simply a matter for the Farriers Company and not 
for that Council. 

Mr. Simpson: I think there are no more practical 
men in this matter than veterinary surgeons, many of 
whom have forges of their own. 

Professor PeENBEKTHY: The matter is simply one of 
detail for the Registration Company to determine. 

Mr. Simpson: I move that we proceed to the next 
business. 

The Cuarrman: I think after the remarks of Prof. 
McFadyean, we should go a step further to declare—if 
that be the wish of the Council--that the matter is one 
with which we do not feel called upon to interfere or in 
which we take any interest. 

Mr. Asson: I for one did not quite understand Mr. 
Wragg’s motion. Understanding it as I do now, I should 
have voted for it. 

The CuatrmMaNn: As far as we have gone we simply 
decline to approve. We have expressed no objection. 
Some of our members have been elected to serve on the 
Registration Committee,and the Farriers Company want 
to know how they areto be distributed. There are three 
places vacant and one resignation. 

Mr. Mulvey was then chosen by ballot to succeed Dr. 
Fleming on the Committee. 

The Tosasouan : The secretary will put on the agenda 
paper for next meeting a notice to select a gentlemen in 
the stead of Mr. J. A. W. Dollar resigned. 


Girts To THE LIBRARY. 


The Secretary stated that the following presenta- 
tions had been made to the Library of the College :—A 
bound volume of The Veterinary Record, given by the 
Editor; A Work on the examination of Horses as to 
Soundness by Mr. J. Moore; The Veterinary Magazine 
by the Editor; Journal of Comparative Pathology and 
Therapeutics by the Editor ; Aunual report of the veterin - 
ary department of the Board of Agriculture by that 


Board; Journal of State Medicine, by Dr. W. R.| 


Smethwick; Journal of the Institute of Chemistry by 
that Institute; The Horse, by A. Schwarz, revised and 
edited by Dr. G. Fleming, C.B., and presented by that 
gentleman ; Michigan State Agricultural College by the 
College ; Statistical Report of the Army Veterinary 
Department, by Colonel Lambert ; Summary of Report 
Surra, by and Photographs of 
shoeing vans the Berkshire County C i 
Wheatly, of Reading. 
On the motion of Mr. Wragg seconded by Mr. Trigger, 


the charges made against him. 

Mr. Simpson said that that was so. 

The CuarrmMan: Speaking from memory I may say 
that the allegation was that he had been punished by 
magistrates a number of times. He was asked to attend 
before the Committee and answer the allegations, but he 
failed to appear. 

Mr. Triccer: I think we should have it proved to 
the satisfaction of this Council before we take so seriotis 
a step as to strike a man’s name off the register, that the 
necessary formalities have been complied with. 

Mr. Stimpson : On November 6th, 1893, the information 
first came under the notice of the Registration Committee 
through the secretary. On January the 28th, it was 
ordered that the case should be investigated. He had 
a@ summons to attend the Council meeting on 6th 
of March and failed to do so. On July 2nd the solicitor 
recommended the case to be referred again to the Com- 
mittee. On the 2nd inst., the case was again investigated 
and the recommendation of the Committee is now before 
you, 

Mr. Dotiar: In what form was a communication 
made to the practitioner ? Was the summons to attend 
the Council meeting sent in a registered letter and can 
it be proved that he received it ? 

The Secretary: He wrote to the solicitor giving some 
excuse for not attending. . 

Mr. Harrcey said that in the letter which the practi- 
tioner sent to the Council, he neither expressed contri- 
tion for the past nor hope of amendment in the future. 
He (Mr. Hartley) was always ready to temper justice 
with mercy, but he thought the Committee were fully 
justified iu this case in recommending that the ma’s 
name should be struck off the Register. 

The motion was adopted. — 

Prosecutions were ordered against several alleged 
offenders against the Veterinary Surgeons Act, in ac- 
cordance with the recommendation of the Committee an 
the formal authorisation sealed and signed. 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE’s REPORT. 


Mr. Motvey presented this report which recommended 
that the number of supervisors at the written examina 
tions in England and Scotland should be increased, 42 
that the rules already laid down should be rigidly enforced. 
Further, the Committee recommended that the secretary 
should be instructed not to have the examination papers 
printed at the same printers each year. One hundr 


marks was to be the maximum in each subject both in 
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written and oral examinations. He moved the adoption 


of the report. 
Mr. Fraser seconded the motion which was adopted. 


Bye Laws. 


The Secretary read the report of the Bye-laws Com- 
mittee, which stated that they met on the 8th of August 
and again on the 23rd of that month, the president in 
the chair. At the first meeting, in the draft bye-laws 
provisionally settled further revisions were made, and 
after a long discussion it was decided to adjourn until 
the 23rd inst. The Committee had ordered a copy of 
the draft amended bye-laws to be issued to every mem- 
ber of the Council for his consideration. 

The CHAIRMAN remarked that the members of the 
Council had all had a week or ten days already in which 
to peruse the amended draft bye-laws. 

Mr. Wragg moved and Mr. W. Abson seconded the 
adoption of the report. 

The CuatrMan : Of couse that motion does not com- 
mit you to approval of the draft bye-laws as they now 
stand. Some one will have to propose that they be 
exhibited on the notice board for three months and 
considered at a future meeting of the Council. 

The Committee’s report having been received and 
adopted, 

r. Mutvey moved that the bye-laws as amended be 
exhibited in the usual way and then discussed at the 
next meeting. There were many proposed alterations of 
bye-laws already in existence, and it was necessary the 
draft should be suspended for three months on the notice 
board of the College. 

Professor McFapyEaNn pointed out that some one 
would have to father the bye-laws as they stood, and 
move their adoption. The question now was not one 
¢ discussing the proposed bye-laws but of adopting 

em. 

Mr. Simpson: Then I give notice that at our next 
quarterly meeting I will move that the bye-laws as 
amended be adopted. Meanwhile I propose that they be 
suspended on the notice board in the Council chamber. 

This proposition was seconded and carried. 


Tue JusBILEE MEMORIAL. 


Mr. TriaGeEr presented and moved the adoption of the 
Jubilee Memorial Committee’s report dated the 2nd 
lnst., which set forth that the committee had held two 
meetings and had agreed to recommend that a fund be 
opened for the reception of subscriptions from the mem- 
bers of the profession. “This fund,’’ (the report went 
on to say) is to be called the “ Jubilee Fund” and de- 


voted to the establishment of a memorial of the original 
petitioners for our first Charter. Also to the founding 
of some scholarship, bursary, or other suitable means of | 
furthering the interests of veterinary science and the , 
welfare of the veterinary profession.’ The committee | 
have also to report that at their first meeting Mr. R. C. 
Trigger was appointed chairman, Mr. F. W. Wragg 
treasurer, and Professor Macqueen honorary secretary. 
And they now ask to be allowed to add to the committee 
the following :—All members of the Council; the princi- 
pal veterinary surgeons to the Army ; the principals and 
professors of the teaching schools; the presidents and 
Secretaries of all the veterinary medical societies ; and 
the veterinary officers of the Buard of Agriculture. 

Professor PENBERTHY seconded the adoption of this 
report which was carried unanimously. 


Tue Lonpon Cas Trape.—Homwe Orrice Enquiry. 


The Committee reported that they had met on the 
23rd July at Camden Town. The committee were | 


aya that the Departmental Committee of the | 
ome Office applied to consider various questions con- | 
nected with the London cab trade preferred to receive | 


only one member of the Council’s committee and would 


like to have a written précis of the evidence to be given. 
They forwarded the annexed minute and appointed 
Professor Penberthy to appear before the Home Office 
Departmental Committee :—We, the undersigned, being 
appointed by the Council of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons beg to offer the following points for the 
consideration of the Departmental Committee. 

Many of the small cab stables are overcrowded and 
dirty, but most of the larger stables are well kept and 
not overcrowded. Glanders and farcy prevail widely even 
in well-arranged stables, but overcrowding, bad ventila- 
tion andbad management favour the spread of the disease. 
Glanders is a purely contagious disease. It never 
arises spontaneously. In nearly every instance the in- 
troduction of a glandered horse is the starting point of 
the outbreak but inanimate objects may also carry the 
virus. The standing with other horses at railway stations, 
stands etc., cannot be considered a source of public danger. 

There is an undoubted possibility of communicating 
glanders to healthy horses by public watertroughs but, 
after all, this cannot be regarded as more than an occas- 
ional mode of transmission. 

Far more important than these, as a means of dis- 
seminating the disease, is the dispersion of cab stocks 
in which glanders has obtained a footing. The periodic 
sale of worn out, or cast horses from cab stables or other 
large horse proprietors is an equally fruitful source of 
glanders. 

A further danger connected with cab horses results 
from the common practice of turning horses out to 
grass in the autumn. This spread the disease from Lon- 
don into the surrounding districts. 

It would be easy to devise and carry out measures that 
would soon stamp out glanders. 

In the past the great obstacle to reduction was the 
impossibility of diagnosing glanders in its latent stage, 
but with the discovery of mallein that difficulty has dis- 
appeared. 

The law as at present administered is wholly ineffec- 
tual in that it does not treat “in-contact”’ horses as 
dangerous. 

Every horse in a stable in which a case of glanders 
has been discovered, ought to be considered dangerous 
until it has been proved free from glanders by the 
“ mallein ” test. 

Every horse found to be glandered by this test ought 
to be killed, one-fourth value being allowed as compensa- 
tion if the diagnosis is verified by post-mortem examina- 
tion, and full value if it is not. When all the horses 
ascertained by the mallein test to be glandered, in an 
infected stable, have been killed and the stable fittings 
etc. have been disinfected, the premises ought to be de- 
clared free from the disease. 

Mange prevails largely in cab stables, especially in 
winter, and is a source of very considerable loss. It isa 
disease easily transmitted by contact and by harness, 
rugs, brushes etc. I[t is not provided against by any 
legislation. It should be treated under the Contagious 
Disexses (Animals) Act. 

Huntina, 
J. McFapyean, 
PENBERTHY.” 

Mr. Asson moved, and Mr. Lawson seconded the adop- 
tion of this report. 

Mr. Douxak said I think that in adopting this report 
we should not lose sight of the latest communications 
which have been made on the subject of mallein. At 
the Congress of Hygiene and Demography at Buda Pesth, 
Professor Nocard read a paper in which he laid particular 
stress on the fact that many horses which react to 
mallein may yet completely recover. The usual method 
of dealing with glanders in France is to slaughter all 
animals which show unmistakable clinical symptoms of 
glanders and to test “contact’’ animals with mallein 
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destroying all which display the characteristic reaction. 
Professor Nocard thinks this unnecesssry. He suggests 
rigorously isolating all “ suspects ” and inoculating them 
with mallein once a month, After one or two injections 
several fail to react. Those which resist two successive 
injections are looked upon as safe and may be worked. 
Prof. Nocard has satisfied himself that in this way many 
cases of glanders recover, and has found on post-mortem 
examination old calcified centres in the lungs and cicatrices 
in the nostrils which yet failed to show living bacilli either 
by cultivation or inoculation, This fact is so important, 
and modifies our previous views so considerably, that I 
do not think it should be overlooked, especially as the 
committee’s report lays down emphatically the necessity 
for immediate slaughter of all animals reacting to 
mallein and payment of one fourth the value as compen- 
sation to the owner. 
Professor PenpertHy: I do not think that this is a 
matter which can properly be discussed now. The 
uestion is whether or no you will receive the report. 
The law of our country speaks very definitely at the 
resent time with regard to the treatment of horses 
nown to be glandered. That matter is settled for us. 
As the report states, I attended before the Departmental 
Committee and was subjected to a very long and 
pleasant examination by each member, and I have since 
received a report of my evidence which was headed 
“ private and confidential.” Had that not been the case 
I should have felt it my duty to have drawn up a sum- 
mary of what occurred, but under the circumstances, lL 
suppose, you willhave to wait for information on that 
point until the proceedings of the committee are publicly 
printed, 

Professor Epaar: The report which has been read 
says at the outset that the large London stables are in 
a good sanitary condition but that the smaller cab stables 
are in an unsanitary state. Further, it states that glan- 
ders exist pretty considerably in the better stables and 
that unsanitary stables very largely contribute to the 
existence of glanders owing to overcrowding. The 
inference is that the best stables are necessarily over- 
crowded with a large number of horses. 

Professor McFapygean: May I, as one who had a 
share in drawing up the document, repudiate the logic 
implied by Mr. Edgar. The report is perfectly correct 
in its facts and logical in its.conclusions. It is a fact 
that glanders prevails in stables that are perfectly well 
kept and well managed. That in nowise negatives the 
statement that unsanitation and overcrowding contribute 
to glanders. 

The CuatrMan : In receiving and adopting this report 
you are not committing yourselves to its statements. 
The committee themselves are wholly and solely respon- 
sible for the document which has been sent to the De- 
partmental Committee. 

The motion was then carried nem con. 


Tue Coneress or Hygiene anp Democrapuy. 


The Cuarrman : It is now my duty to tell yo 
went to Buda Pesth. You will that 
last meeting Professor Walley and the President were 
selected as your delegates to attend the Internation al 
Congress of Hygiene and Demography held at Buda 
Pesth. Professor Walley was unfortunately too ill to go 
and so your president had to go by himself. Feelin 
lonely he joined Cook’s conducted party—(laughter) g 
and duly reached Buda Pesth and attended the various 
meetings. He does not speak Hungarian or any Euro- 


but no one in the room understood me except Mr. 
Dollar. (Laughter). I endeavoured to keep up the 
social status of our College and to behave as your presi- 
dent should. (Hear, hear.) I enjoyed myself very 
much when [ was in Buda Pesth, and I do not think the 
cost of the delegation was altogether wasted. (Hear, hear, 
and laughter.) 
Dares oF THE ExaMINATIONS. 


The CuarrMan observed that Professor Williams, who 
was absent, had a notice of motion on the agenda rela- 
tive to the dates of the ensuing examinations but, as Mr. 
Mulvey had pointed out, they could not then, at all 
events, fix the date of the spring examination. That 
would necessitate an alteration of their bye-laws. They 
could, however, settle the date of the Christmas exam- 
ination. 

Mr. Mutvey: The bye-law reyuires that only the 
date of the next ensuing examination should be fixed at 
the previous Council meeting. 

On the motion of Professor McFadyean, seconded by 
Mr. Trigger, it was decided that the written examination 
should be held in London and Scotland on the 10th 
December ; and that the oral examination should begin 
in London on the 11th December and in Scotland onjthe 
17th December. 

It was next resolved that the Fellowship examination 
should be held on the 8th December. 

The Cuarrman: When this examination was altered 
it was intended to have two examinatious a year at least. 
If a man has gone to the trouble of writing a thesis and 
sending it in it is unfair to keep him waiting before’he 
can be examined. I am not sure that there is not a rule 
in existence which says that four candidates are required 
before an examination can be demanded. 

The Secretary: The old rule says “ Providing there 
are at least four candidates.” 

It was found on examination that the new rules con- 
tain no provision for the number of candidates and 
therefore an examination will be held on December 8th, 
1894. 

THe Stee, Memoriat. 


The CuarrmMan: With regard to this memorial we 
have a certain amount of money invested. We have done 
nothing in the matter for two years. Cannot we take a 
step forward and do something. 

Professor PENBERTHY : How much interest have we. 

The CuatrMan: We are not bound down by the trust 
to spending the interest only. I see no reason why we 
should not spend some of the capital and get a die made 
for the medal. 

Professor PENBERTHY: Who are the trustees. 

The CuarrmMan :—The trustees of the College. 

Professor PeNBERTHY (to Mr. Wragg) :—Do you 
know if the capital can be cut into ? 

Mr. Wraae :—I have not considered the matter. 

Professor PenBERTHY :—How much is the capital. 

Mr. Wraae :—£300. 

Mr. Stmpson :—Surely the interest on that will pay 
fora medal. 

The Cuarrman :—The design’ and the die for the 
medal will cost about £30. We want a proper die 
struck. We have £314 invested in consols. : 

Professor PeNBERTHY :—The accumulated interest 1 
£10 9s 10d. 

The Cuarrman:—If we once had a die struck we 


should simply have to pay the bullion value of the medal 


when we wanted one. That would not cost over two oF z 
three pounds and we could award this medal every yet 4 
se that the interest permitted. 

@day,no} On the motion of Mr. Trigger, seconded by Professor 


M’Fadyean, a committee consisting of the President, 
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i pean language except his own. Fortunately h 

J. A. W. Dollar who kindly interpreted what 
f Nocard and the other veterinarians said. aye 


doubt, you will have a report of the proceedings. 
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suitable design for the Steel Memorial medal, and 
report to the Council. 


Tue Baritisn Institute of PREVENTIVE 
Tue QveEsTION or A GRANT. 


A letter was read from the Lancashire Veterinary 
Medical Association asking whether the Council had 
arrived at any conclusion as to the form which the con- 
tribution of the veterinary profession to the British 
Institute of Preventive Medicine should assume, whether 
it was desirable that the profession as a whole should 
subscribe to one common fund, or whether local societies 
and individual veterinarians should send their respective 
contributions direct to the Institute. 

Mr. Mason proposed for the sake of discussion that 
the Council should contribute not less than £100 
towards the Institute in question. 

Professor Epaar :—I will second the resolution pro- 
viding that the sum of £500 be substituted for £100. 

Mr. Mason agreed to this alteration. 

Professor PENBERTHY :—May I ask what is the total 
present capital of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons ? 

Mr. Wraaea :—About £7000. 

Professor PENBERTHY :—Do you expect the income of 
the College to increase ? 

Mr. Wrace :—No. From what I hear to-day fewer 
students have entered at the schools than formerly, and 
therefore our income will be diminished next May. 
Although I think this institute a very laudable object 
yet I hold that we ought to look after number one, and 
endeavour to husband our resources. I think £500 is, 
in the circumstances, too much for us to part with, but | 
have no objection to a reasonable contribution being 
made. 

Mr. Dotiar :—It is usual when we make a contribu- 
tion of this description to ask what returns we may 
expect to derive from it. May I ask on the present 
occasion what tangible return we may expect for what- 
ever sum we may vote to this Institute. 

The CuarrmMan :—I am not in a position to positively 
answer Mr. Dollar’s question. I wish, however, to say 
as an individual member of this Council that 1 should 
go even further than the resolution. We have post- 
poned this matter for about twelve months to know 
what the British Institute would do. We might have 
given £50 or £100 to this [nstitute long ago and thus 
permitted other associations to have sent their contri- 
butions. Wehave not. We have waited to see what 
the Institute would do for our profession. They have 
appointed Mr. Robertson as veterinary officer and thus 
shown recognition of us as a necessary compliment of 


world we should not spend some of our capital if we can 
derive a decent return for the expenditure, I don’t 
know. To ask how much money we have got and how 
much we are likely to receive in the future seems to me 
a little beside the question. The implied suggestion can 
only frighten very timorous men. The only question 
we have to ask ourselves is: are we likely to receive an 
adequate return for our contribution? If we can, by 
contributing £500 or £5000 if you like, secure a first 
class position for a member of our profession and 
associate ourselves with one of the biggest scientific 
institutions of the kingdom, then I think we ought to 
do so. 

Professor PENBERTHY :—Have we got the promise of 
a “corner” ? 

The CuHarrMAN :—Nobody can give a promise until 
they are asked. It is for us to submit something, some 
plan whereby we may derive advantage from our con- 
tributions and whereby we assist the Institute. 


Professor M’Fapyean :—I confess that on this occasion 
Iam hardly able to follow the President, whois not 
often wanting in lucidity in what he says. He speaks. 
of our getting value for this £500 which is to be ex- 
pended in order that we may tack ourselves on to a body 
of great scientific eminence. I think I am right in saying 
that we could each of us ally ourselves with that Institute 
for a much smaller sum, and that if there is any likeli- 
hood by our doing so of elevating ourselves we might 
thus use the Institute as a cheap means for our in- 
dividual elevation. It seems little short of moustrous 
that we should spend £500 in this way when the Council, 
I think, after several times having been urged to do so, 
refused to devote a small part of its money to encourage 
students to prosecute the study of veterinary science 
after they obtained their diploma. 

The CuarrMan :—That is exactly what we want but 
we have first to make a place where they can do it. 

Professor M’Fapygean :—But there are already numer- 
ous places of that kind. 

The Cuatrman :— Where 

Professor M’Fapyean:—l do think, with all due 
respect to the British Institute of Preventive Medicine, 
that our money would be better and more wisely spent 
in enabling those I have named to go abroad and study 
veterinary science as it is taught there. ‘These are my 
views. If this College were a corporate body of great 
wealth then it would be a different matter. But the 
contrary is the case. On the other hand the British 
Institute of Preventive Medicine is a very wealthy body, 


Mr. Simpson :—I am bound tu say that I do not 
intend to vote for the motion. I heard a hint yesterday 


their scientific staff. in answer to Mr. Dollar, | should what such a proposition was likely to be made and | 


propose that any money voted by this Council should 

_given conditionally. If we agree to make the 
British Institute au offer we should write to them and 
say, “ Will you form in connection with your Institute 
a little corner devoted to the study of the pathology of 
animals to be presided over directly by a member of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.” In that way 
we should ensure a good appointment for one of our 
members, we should ensure having somebody there to 


better Position to occupy than being merely represented 
on their Council, where your representatives cau only 
form a small minority. My opinion is that this Institute 
is of such importance and utility that we ought if 
possible to work with it, more especially if we can 
Secure a position there for a veterinary surgeon. We 

ve at the present time no high scientific position to 
offer any of our members unless it be that of a teacher at 
one of the schools, and we have been told too often that 
we have nothing to do with teaching. We have the 


treated it as a great joke that this College should be 
asked to give a fourteenth of its capital to one institution 
at one fell stroke. And for what? To bribe—no, to 
induce—the British Institute of Preventive Medicine to 
establish a little corner in the interest of the veterinary 
profession, to be presided over by a veterinary surgeon. 
1 think for such a purpose we are hardly justified in 
spending £500. But before we give this it has been 
suggested that we should ascertain what we are going to 
get in return for our money. Now, I feel sure that the 
British Institute will appreciate far more a graceful, 
unconditional gift of £50 than the large sum of £500 
with a proviso attached to it. I beg to propose as an 
amendment “that the sum of £50 be voted to the 
Institute from the funds of this College.” 


Mr. Trigeer: Whilst we must all wish that we were 
in a position to vote the large sum proposed in the re- 
solution, I think we must realise as a body of prudent 
men that we cannot afford to do anything of the sort. 
We are really the trustees of the profession for a certain 


money and we are doing nothing with it. Why in the 


sum of money, and I do not think we have any right to 
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give so large a sum as £500 to an object outside the 
profession. 

A Voice : Is it outside the profession / 

Mr. Triccer: Yes, undoubtedly it 1s. 1 quite think 
that a graceful offer given unanimously from this Coun- 
cil—even if it were only £50—would be far better than 
an offer of £500 with such conditions attached as our 
president has indicated, in order that we may possibly, 
some day, secure a position at the Institute. 

The CuairmMAN: This is all wrong. Are you aware 
that Mr. Robertson is already appointed as veterinary 
surgeon in the bacteriological department of the In- 
stitute. 

Professor McFapyzan: Then we don’t need to sub- 
scribe to secure that position. 

The CuarrmMan: What we want tosubscribe handsome- 
ly for is with a view of securing, if possible, a veterinary 
department in this Institute which isa National Institute. 
I want to secure a position for a veterinary surgeon in 
this biggest scientific institute of the day, and then 
ensure work being done by veterinary surgeons. 

Mr. Triacer: | think we shall be giving as much as 
we can afford if we give £50 unconditionally. I second 
the amendment. 

The Cuarrman: This Council once voted £250 for the 
sole purpose of investigating tuberculin, and now for 
some reason, known only to a few, it is proposed to give 
£50 as the most that we can affurd to a National 
Institute, the objects of which we all approve! — 


Mr. Triagaer: We learn by our mistakes. 


Mr. Simpson: I really do not think we can afford this 
£500. I agree with Mr. Trigger that we cannot afford 
it. We have gone in for greater expense, for more 
matriculation examinations, for a four years course of 
study. What is the result? Comparatively few students 
at the schools. Whence do we derive our income? From 
the fees of students who come up for examination. Al- 
though we have a considerable sum at our bankers and 
invested, we may have a very different amount two 
years hence. 

The : That is merely prophesy. 

Mr. Simpson: No it is a fact, sir. It is bound to be, 
and nothing else. 

M. Mutvey: This seems to be a subject requiring 
some consideration. Would it not be better to refer the 
whole matter to a small committee ? 

The CuarrMAN : [ think thattoo. There seems to be 
a want of knowledge about the matter. I think it would 
be well to know something about the subject before it is 
settled. 

Professor MeFapyean: Would it be in order if I were 
to move “That, in view of the present state of our 
finances, we subscribed nothing.” (Laughter). 

Mr. Mulvey moved and Mr. Abson seconded, that the 
subject be referred to a small committee. 


Professor Eva@ar: If you will allow me I should like 
to repudiate the sordid motives attributed to the pro- 
poser and seconder of this sum of £500. In seconding 
the motion | had no idea of attempting to purchase a 
position in the Lustitute. I altogether object to that 
being ascribed as the intention of the motion. My pro- 
posal was made in the hope and belief that we should du 
a public spirited action and one worthy of the profession 
at the present time. We complain of the backward posi- 
tion we occupy and yet we would rather let our mone 
lie idly invested in the funds for the sake of 23 per pe 
on in a way that would redound to 
the credit of the profession i 
freer » conduce to its welfare, and. 

CHAIRMAN: A motion and two am 
before the meeting. I shall put the ee sa | 


ferring the matter to the considerati: 
erati 
mittee. on of a small com- 


Mr. Simpson: I claim to have my amendment put: 
it is a direct amendment to the original motion. 

The Cuarrman: Lam going to put the amendment 
to your amendment. 

Mr. Fraser: It would made the matter much clearer 
if Mr. Mulvey would tell us who are constituting his 
small committee. 

Mr. Mulvey then proposed the names of three or 
four gentlemen, but other members proposed many more 
and the result was the small committee originally sugges- 
ted by Mr. Mulvey became a very large one, inducing 
that gentleman to remark that his motion of a “small 
committee’? was uot a “committee of the whole 
Council.” 

Mr. Mu declined to accept the committee as ulti- 
mately proposed, as his amendment. 

Mr. Simpson’s amendment was then put, but the eon- 
trary was not put nor was any substantive motion. 

The CuainMaN: Lam sorry lam inthe chair. Our 
self respect if nothing better should prevent us sending 
£50 to this institute. 

Mr. Axsson : A local veterinary medical society is going 
to give as much. 

The CuarRMAN : It would be an insult to the British 
Institute. 

Professor McFapygEaN: Perhaps you will put my 
amendment that we give nothing. I move that we give 
nothing. 

Mr. Asson : I will support that rather than we should 
give a paltry £50. 

The CuartrMAN : I never knew a body to staltify it- 
self like this. I think it would be a disgrace to the pro- 
fession. 

Mr. Mutvey: This Council have asked the veterinary 
profession to wait until they (the Council) made a dona- 
tion to the Institute and then they would invite the 
Associations to supplement their donations so that one 
large amount might go from the profession to the Insti- 
tute. Inthe circumstances I am inclined to suppurt 
Professor McFadyean. 

Professor McFapyEan: Then I move that we give 
nothing. 

Mr. Fraser: I second the amendment. 

The CuairMAN pointed out that they had waited to 
see what the Institute would do, the latter had appointed 
a veterinary surgeon at a salary without being asked. 
The local associations had waited for the initiative of the 
Council, and now it was proposed that they (the Council) 
should stultify themselves and leave the various societies 
where they were a year ago. 

Mr. E.puick thought that the best way out of the 
difficulty was to move that the whole matter be adjourn- 
ed for the consideration of the next Council meeting. He 
moved accordingly. 

Mr. Anson : I move as an amendment that we give 250 
guineas. 

The Cuarrman : I think the best course is to adjourn 
the whole matter for future consideration. 

Professor PENBERTHY, in seconding Mr. Elphick’s 
motion, said he did so because he desired that the Coun- 
cil should take a fair view of this subject. He was sure 
they were not desirous of disgracing their body by ap- 


-pearing mean. He believed that they would arrive at 


the soundest conclusion by having some weeks to con- 
sider the matter. 

Mr. Wrace: I move that we proceed to the next - 
business. 

Mr. Apson : I move that we give 250 guineas. 

Mr. Fraser : I| second that. 

The Cuairman : Had not we better adjourn the sub- 


ject ? 
Mr. Wrace: My motion is that we proceed to the 
next busiuess. 1 think the subject had better be ad- 


journed until the next Council meeting. 
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The proposition that the whole matter should be 
adjourned till the next meeting of the Council was then 


agreed to. e 
CoMMITTEE re COLONIAL PRACTITIONERS. 


The following gentlemen were elected to serve on the 
committee: Sir F. FitzWygram, Professor Penberthy, 
Colonel Oliphant, Mr. Mulvey, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Trigger 
and the President. 

The Council then adjourned after a prolonged sitting. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The sixth Annual Meeting of the Association was 
held in the North Eastern Hotel, Darlington, on Friday 
September 7th, 1894. A. Peele Esq. President, in the 
Chair. There were also present Messrs. F. R. Stevens, 
C. G. Hill, W. N. Dobbing, C. T. Holmes, A. Neish, 
P. Snaith, H. H. Roberts, G. E. Gibson, J. E. Peele, 
W. A. Hancock, and W. Awde. 

The following gentlemen were also present as visitors, 
Prof. MacFadyean, London; Messrs. J. W. T. Moore, 
Newcastle; G. R. Dudgeon, Sunderland; H. Peele, 
Durham; W. H. Blackburn, Barnard Castle; Pratt, 
Leeds ; D. Barningham, Darlington. Several apologies 
were received for nox-attendance. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

A letter was read from Professor Walley thanking the 
members for their vote of condolence with him on the 
death of his son. Letters were read from Messrs. W. T. 
Briggs and G. T. Pickering resigning their membership. 
It was proposed by Mr. Peele, seconded by Mr. Roberts 
and carried that the resignations be accepted with regret. 

Mr. H. H. Roperts, Treasurer, then presented his 
Annual Financial Statement, which showed that the 
Association had a balance in hand of over £8 and that 
there were several outstanding subscriptions to come in. 

Mr. proposed and Mr. Gipson seconded that 
the report be accepted and the accounts paid. Carried. 

Mr. Snaith was unanimously elected an Auditor in the 
place of Mr. Briggs resigned. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Mr, A, Peretz, F.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen,—I rise to thank you most heartily for 

having at the last meeting of this Association unani- 
' mously elected me your President for the ensuing year. 

It was with very mixed feelings that I received our 
worthy Secretary’s letter, after the meeting at Bishop 
Auckland, which I regret to say I found imporsible to 
attend, telling me that I had been elected to this honor- 
able position. I must confess I felt disposed to decline 
the honor on account of want of confidence in my 

_ ability to carry out the duties which hitherto have been 
80 admirably carried out by my predecessors, but when 
I thought of the friends I had made in connection with 
this Association I decided to accept the post to which 
they had thought fit to elect me and trust to their kind 
forbearance for my shortcomings and to their assistance 
i carrying on the affairs of the Association the welfare 
of which we all have so much at heart. 

Ihave been rather at a loss for subjects on which | 
might touch in this short address, and 1 came to the 
conclusion that there was nothing new which I could put 

efore you, so must ask you to forgive my want of 
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originality and to listen to what is old though still of 
interest to us. 

With regard to the registering of shoeing smiths, I 
believe we all looked with favor on a scheme the object 
of which was to improve the capabilities of the members 
of this important trade. But we did not bargain on 
their using the title “ Farrier,”’ which was likely to mis- 
lead the public; for we north country practitioners 
know very well that we, in the country, are more often 
called farriers than veterinary surgeons, and we also 
know how keen most shoeing smiths are to do a little 
doctoring. We are heavily handicapped—with medicine 
boxes and chemists to wit—and can ill afford to allow 
the door to be opened to more quackery if we can 
prevent it. 

Legislation which is so much needed on “ Tuberculosis ” 
seems to be still far off. This is a serious matter; not 
only for individuals from a pecuniary point of view, but 
also for the public health. The butcher has to bear loss 
for the benefit of the public when he has the carcase of 
what was apparently a healthy beast when alive, con- 
demned owing to its being affected with Tuberculosis, 
the local authority having no power to compensate him. 
Again the local authority cannot prevent the sale of 
milk from tuberculous cows although there is little 
doubt that this isa much more likely source of danger 
to the public than the consumption of tuberculous 
meat. 

As to the inspection of meat, in towns where private 
slaughtering is permitted it is impossible to carry out an 
inspection worth mentioning. Only where there is a 
public slaughterhouse has the sanitary authority any 
chance of preventing the sale of diseased meat; hence 
towns which possess a public slaughterhouse gain 
notoriety for the seizure of tuberculous and otherwise 
diseased carcases ; but as I have said before, legislation 
is required to allow of compensation to those who suffer 
loss for the benefit of the general community. 

There has been some adverse criticism as to our 
position in carrying out the new swine fever regulations 
but I think those who have done work for the Board of 
Agriculture will agree with me that we are not so badly 
treated as some would lead us to believe. The regula- 
tions now in force ought to clear the country of the 
disease, but I am inclined to think that the old regula- 
tions were more simple, and no doubt would have been 
sufficient had they been carried out thoroughly by all. 

There is a disorder to which pigs are very subject and 
often reported as swine fever. The symptoms are as 
follows: a skin eruption consisting of numerous purple 
elevated patches, of various sizes and shapes, on the back 
and sides, loss of appetite, animal disinclined to move, 
httle or no action of the bowels, temperature elevated 
sometimes as high as 107° F.; accelerated breathing and 
sometimes a cough. Asa rule these cases recover with 
treatment, the great point being to get the bowels 
moved; but should a post-mortem examination be made 
we find inflammation of the stomach and ,bowels, the 
openings of the follicles around the ileo-czecal valve very 
patent, and sebaceous material of a yellow tinge sticking 
about with faecal matter. I believe the disorder is due 
to dietetic causes, for sometimes we find several pigs, 
subjected to the same conditions, affected. 

As far as our sucial position goes I do not feel able to 
say much, although I agree with those who think that it 
depends greatly on us individually —how we live and with 
whom we associate. 

The matriculation examination now in force should 


prevent the entrance into our Colleges of illiterate men, 


and if they get through the four year’s curriculum with 
the examinations of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons they should be scientific and practical veteri- 
nary surgeons. 

Gentlemen,—It would ill become me to trespass on 
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our time when I feel sure that we are all anxious to hear 
the paper on ‘‘ Glanders” which Professor MacFadyean 
has sv kindly come here to read. My main object for 
addressivg you was to thank you, which I do again, for 
placing me in the Chair to preside over the meetings of 
this Association, aud I can assure you that whatever I 
can do to further its interests will be done to the best of 
my ability. 

Prof. M’Fapyzan then read a paper on “ Glanders.” 
He said that the disease had only one cause—the 
glauders baccillus. Its spread being due to the inhala- 
tion by healthy animals of the germs derived from those 
diseased. His opinion was that the disease was nearly 
always contracted through the respiratory organs. 

Having minutely descrived the tubercules found in 
the lungs in cases of the disease, the Professor remarked 
that they were hardly ever found iu the bronchial glands. 
He then described the symptoms of glanders and also of 
farcy. He also stated that in many cases of the former 
disease there were no nasal lesions He advocated the 
slaughter of all visibly diseased animals when called in to 
deal with an outbreak of the disease, and the inocula- 
tion of the remainder with wallein, in order to find out 
if the disease was still latent in any of them. 

Several of the gentlemen present related their experi- 
evce of the disease and asked various questions respect- 
ing the manufacture and use of mallein in the detection 
of the disease. One stated that if there was any doubt 
about a case he believed a douse of physic would settle 
the point. Another isked if the Professor had ever 
noticed in glanders in mares a case where the vaginal 
mucous membrave seemed to he affected with an intense 
discharge similar to that which came from the nostril, 
as he had seen such an one. 

Professor M’Fapygean in replying to the questions 
asked stated very minutely how wallein was prepared 
avd gave instructions for its use. If an animal is the 
subject of the disease and his temperature not over 
101 F. before the injection, it will most likely rise to 
104 F. or 105 F. within 14 or 16 hours, and a consider- 
able swelling will form at the seat of the injection. He 
believed the indications afforded by the characters of the 
local swelling and the temperature after injection with 
mallein were nearly infallible. He should kill all that 
reacted, and repeat the test on the others a week after- 
wards, in order to make sure that there were no more 
cases. He also stated that mailein was safe to use, and 
that he would be glad to supply it gratis to any veteri- 
nary surgeon in private practice. 

The PrestpENtT then proposed and the Secretary 
seconded and Mr. Dudgeon supported the resolution that 
a hearty vote of thanks be accorded to Professor M’Fad- 
yean for his kindness in having come so great a distance 
in order to read such an instructive and valubable paper. 

This was carried unanimously and the Professor suit- 
ably replied. 

The TREASURER having called attention to a number 
of arrears of subscription and asked for instructions 
respecting them, Mr. Peele proposed and the Secretary 
seconded, that the Treasurer carry out the rule with 
regard to outstanding subscriptions. Carried. 

As the ex-President was uot present the usual vote 
of thanks to him was deferred until the next meeting. : 


ANNUAL DINNER. 


The Aunual Dinner was afterwards held iu the 4 
tel; 
Mr. A. Peele presided, the vice-chair being filled ar a 
Secretary. The loyal toasts having been duly honoured 
the and Volunteers was re- 

sponded to by the President, he bei 

ath. Durham Volunteer Artillery. 

r. SNAITH proposed the Royal College of Veteri 
Surgeons coupled with the names of ‘Prof. M’Fadyoas 


and Mr. J. E. Peele. Prof. M’Fadyean in replyin 
claimed that the Council were a hard working body, an 
though they might differ in opinion, they were all 
striving to do their best for the interests of the College. 
He did not think that they could be called a non-pro- 
gressive body. Some people might think they were 
rather too conservative, and others again that they had 
been too radical in their procedure during the past few 
years; but he submitted that the principal measures 
carried into effect by the Council were salutary measures, 
particularly the institution of the four year’s curriculum 
and the new regulations as to the general education of 
students. Before many years passed over their heads 
they would all be ready, he thought, to admit that these 
were measures in the right direction. As to shoeing- 
smiths assuming the title of farriers, the Council of the 
College would consider the question, and, if it appeared 
to be necessary, the present arrangement in force would 
be rescinded by the College ; the Council ought to have 
nothing to do with the licensing of shoeing-smiths if 
they were entering into competition with veterinary 
surgeons. 

Mr. also briefly responded. 

Mr. DupceEon proposed the sister profession to which 
Prof. M’Fadyean replied, there being no other medical 
man present. 

Mr. Moore proposed success to the South Durham 
and North Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Association, and 
in doing so said that he noticed with satisfaction that 
the quarterly meetings were well attended, the subjects 
introduced were good, and the discussions edifying. 
Such associations fostered brotherly feeling and good 
fellowship, and extended their knowledge clinically and 
theoretically. 

The Hon. Secretary briefly replied, other toasts 
followed, and an enjoyable evening was spent. 

W. Hon. Sec. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE. 

Session 1894-5 was opened at the Royal Veterinary Col- 
lege, Camden Town, on Wednesday, 3rd inst., when Prof. 
M’Fadyean, M.B., B. Sc., delivered the usual inaugurating 
address. He said that the session they were met to in- 
augurate was an important one in the evolution of veter- 
inary education in this country. Veterinary students 
had now to furnish evidence of having received a general 
education equi alent to that required for the study of 
law or medicine, and they had to undergo a professional 
training extending over a period of four years. That 
could not fail to enhance the social and scientific status of 
British veterinary surgeons, and it would justify them in 
claiming that they belonged to one of the learned pro- 
fessions. The lecturer went on to say that he had 
decided to devote his remarks mainly to the subject of 
contagious diseases and their suppression, a theme that 
was the more appropriate because they were presided 
over on that occasion by Professor Brown, who, as veter- 
inary adviser to the Privy Council and the Board of 
Agriculture, had done excellent service to the State in 
wagiug war with the contagious diseases of our domest!- 
cated animals. Veterinary surgeons had great reason t0 
be proud, and agriculturists to be thankful, for the suc- 
cess which had crowned the efforts of the Board of Agr! 
culture to eradicate pleuro-pneumonia and foot-and- 
mouth disease from this country. 


STaMPING Oot v. Protective INocULATION. 


The stamping-out system had been characterised 4 
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barbarous, cruel, and unscientific, and some people at 
the present time appeared to have hazy notions that in 
the future there would be a great development and ex- 
tension of protective inoculation as a means of dealing 
with animal plagues. When asked to advise in this 
matter veterinary surgeons were exposed to some temp- 
tation, for the stamping out of such a disease as pleuro- 
pneumonia meant a permanent loss of veterinary sur- 
ns’ fees. It was quite certain that a general develop- 
ment of protective inuculation for the purely contagious 
diseases of farm animals would be a great suurce of gain 
to veterinary surgeons, and it was equally certain that 
it wonld be a great source of loss to the stockowners. 
As an illustration they might take the case of pleuro- 
pneumonia. Since the year 1881 outbreaks of that 
disease in France had been treated by slaughter of the 
visibly diseased, and compulsory inoculation of the 
remainder of the herd. In this country the Pleuro- 
pneumonia Slaughter Order was introduced in 1888, and 
that ordained that when an outbreak of pleuro-pneu- 
monia occurred every animal in the herd must be 
slaughtered. What had been the result? In France 
veterinary surgeons were still making a good thing of 
inoculation, while in Great Britain they had no longer 
any cases of pleuru-pneumonia to treat. Stockowners 
ought to take note of the fact and give them credit for 
having advised a course of action that took money out 
of their own pockets, but saved it tothe public. The 
brilliant success of the stamping-out policy iu the case 
of pleuro-pneumonia had induced the Board of Agricul 
ture to attack swine fever in the same way, but that was 
a task of greater difficulty. No doubt it would be suc- 
cessfully accomplished in the end, but meanwhile it was 
not likely that the Board could be induced to take in 
hand any of the other contagious diseases, and it was 
worth considering whether any of them could be success- 
fully attacked by veterinary surgeons and stockowners 
without the organised direction of the central authority. 


GLANDERS. 


The lecturer thought that, thanks to receut discoveries, 
this could be done in the case of two diseases that were 
at the present time the cause of immense loss. The first 
of these diseases was glanders. A few years since it 
appeared as if glanders could not be successfully dealt 
with by any other method than wholesale slaughter of 
infected studs and compensation from imperial funds. 
To eradicate the disease by any other meaus was practi- 
cally impossible because of the difficulty of diagnosis. 
Abundant experience had shown that 10 compel the 
slaughter of the animals obviously glandered might 
suffice tou keep the disease in check, but it could not 
entirely eradicate it from large studs. But the discovery 
of mallein had put an entirely new complexion on the 
question. By the aid which that substance afforded to 
diagnosis any horse-owner could now free his stud from 
glanders and keep it free, without having to kill a single 
animal save those actually glandered. ‘here was still 
much that they did not understand in the mode of action 
of mallein, but they knew that, for simplicity, safety, 
and accuracy, as a means of diagnosis, it left little to be 
desired. Armed with the substance any veterinary | 
surgeon could within twenty-four hours point out every | 


horse that was the subject of glanders in any stable. 


This was information that had been before the leading 
members of the profession for nearly two years, but 
except in a few isolated cases full advantage had not yet 
been taken of the important discovery. He did not 
know whether this was due to the fact that horse-owners 
did not wish to have precise information regarding the 
number of their horses affected with glanders, or whether 
Veterinary surgeons, when consulted regarding the disease, 
had neglected to impress upon their clients that they 
were unable by any other means than mallein to detect 


glanders in its early stages. The former supposition 
could hardly be the correct one, for it imputed to the 
owners of glandered studs an almost incredible degree of 
stupidity. No compulsion ought here to be necessary, 
but if those who had glanders in their stables did not 
speedily take steps tv eradicate it the law would have to 
be amended. The law as at present administered was 
certainly defective, for almost every day it permitted the 
sale of horses that had been exposed to the contagion of 
glanders. That was a public scandal which might 
promptly be stopped by giving the purchaser of any 
horse found (by the mallein test) to be glandered within 
a few days after the sale the right to revover the price 
paid for the animal. Glanders was now mainly a disease 
of London horses, and the stamping out of it was per- 
haps hardly a question of national importance. That, 
however, could uot be said of the other disease to which 
he wished to refer on that occasion. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Tuberculosis was now by far the most widespread, and, 
as regards the loss which it occasioned, the most serious, 
of the diseases of farm stock. Probably not less than 20 
per cent. of the adult cattle in Great Britain were tuber- 
culous. Could it be stamped out? He helieved that 
that question migh* be answered in the affirmative. As 
a first step in that direction it was necessary to diffuse 
among agriculturists correct notions regarding the 
causation of the disease. The discovery of Koch’s 
bacillus had in one sense settled a'l disputes regarding 
the cause of tuberculosis, but there still prevailed, both 
among veterinary surgeons and farmers, a very serious 
misconception regarding one factor in the propagation 
of the disease, viz, the belief that it was often congenital. 
For some time past they had had before them informa- 
tion that made that view quite untenable. They knew 
that when tuberculous lesions were sought for at birth 
in the progeny of tuberculous cattle, they were not 
found in one calf in a thousand. They knew, further, 
that in cattle under two years of age the proportion of 
tuberculous individuals was less than 1 per cent., and 
that it steadily rose with age until amung adult cows it 
was seldom less than 10 per cent., and not rarely 40 or 
50 per cent. These facts were quite incompatible with 
the view that hereditary transmission of the bacillus 
played a role of any importance in the propagation of 
the disease. On the other hand, every known fact 
regarding the incidence of tuberculusis, as regards age, 
breed, and locality, was in complete harmony with the 
view that it was a contagious disease, which could, with 
great certainty, be spread by housing tuberculous and 
healthy cattle together, but which had only feebly con- 
tagious properties among cattle kept in the open air. A 
few years since, even to, the most sanguine, the possibility 
of being able to grapple successfully with the disease 
appeared very remote, because of the admitted im- 
possibility of recognising it in its early stages, for to the 
most careful clinical observation a tuberculous animal 
might appear perfectly healthy and yet be'capable of 
infecting others. But it was now in the power of any 
stockowner to stamp tuberculosis out of his herd at an 
expense that would be trifling compared with the loss 
entailed by the present neglect of all precautions against 
the spread of the disease. In any herd the use of tuber- 
culin would enable the veterinary surgeon to separate 
the diseased from the healthy; and this, combined with 
the thorough disinfection, would with great certainty 
arrest the spread of the disease. As regards the diseased 
animals, the owner might be left to decide whether he 
would have them promptly slaughtered or not; the 
material point with regard to the arrest of the disease 
was that the infected animals should not subsequently 
be allowed to mix with the healthy. But if tuberculin 
made it possible for anyone to free his stock from tuber- 
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culosis it also aff rded the means of keeping it free. No 
animal ought now to be buught for breeding purposes 
that was not free from tuberculosis as indicated by the 
tuberculin test. It was to be hoped that some of the 
famous breeders of pedigree stock would set the example 
of selling their animals with a guarantee of this kind. 


NEW VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


The New Veterinary College, Edinburgh, was opened 
yesterday, when Professor R. 8. Macdougall delivered 
the cnstomary introductory address. Prineipal Williams 

resided over an attendance which crowded the lecture 

all. In opening the proceedings, the Chairman re- 
minded the students that they must now possess the 
same educational standard as students of medicine. The 
preliminary examination was vow extremely stiff. Of 
course, a man could not be too well educated. At the 
same time, to his old-fashioned ideas, it seemed that the 
educational test was too high for the veterinary surgeon. 
Not that a veterinary surgeon should not possess a high 
education, but his remuneration in practice was not 
sufficiently great to induce men of the highest education 
to enter the ranks of the profession. (Applause.) 


Professor Macdougall dealt in his address with “ The 
Ancestors of the Horse,’”’ examining in a technical strain 
the fossil record to bring out what it showed as tc the 
ancestors of the animal, at the same time emphasising 
the testimony of that record in favour of evolution. A 
believer in evolution, Professor Macdougall said he 
looked upon all existing species as derived from species 
of pre-existing geological periods, and pointed out how 
animal forms had beev moditied—one from another—in 
the lapse of time, and how types of structure traced back 
reached quite simple forms. The address illustrated 
this in the case of the horse, where, tracing step by step 
the modifications from a more primitive form, they 
arrived at the highly modified horse of the present day. 


The Chairman, at the close of the address, referred to 
the question of the Canadian cattle lung disease. Perhaps, 
he said, he would do better to leave sleeping dogs alone, 
but it was difficult not to have the last word, although 
he confessed he had the majority of opinion dead 
against him. (Laughter and applause.) He had made 
an investigation into the question lately—and he dil not 
find fault with the Board of Agriculture, for he had an 
opportunity of seeing the lung in dispute and giving 
evidence on the case, an opportunity that he could not 
owing to other important engagements, avail himself of. 
Though he had not examined the lung in question, he 
had studied the evidence fully. The evidence of aven 
the strongest witness who supported the practice of the 
Board amounted absolutely to nothing, and he reiterated 
his former opinion that Canadian lung disease and 
pleuro-pueumouia are two different things. The former 
was a disease of the bronchial tubes, like a cold in the 
human being, the latter was a contayivus disease coming 
from the blood due to an organism in the blood 
Although the weight of evidence was against him, and 
the Giovernment was acting upon it in excludin 3 
Canadian cattle, he held that he had some seasenilll 
ground at least for the pusition he maintained, 


General Tweedie proposed a vote of th k 
fesssor Macdougall, and on the motion “of Av: ia 


Provost, a similar compliment w 
—The Glasgow Herald. as paid to the chairman. 


THE ROYAL (DICK) VETERINARY COLLEGE, 


The seventy-second session of the Royal (Dick) Veter- 
inary College, Edinburgh, was opeued on the 3rd inst., 
when the introductory addrees was delivered by Mr. 
Thomas A. Dollar, M.R.C.V.S., London, a distinguished 
pupil and friend of the late Professor Dick, and who 
graduated at the College fifty years ago. There wasa 
large attendance, the lecture hall being crowded. Lord 
Provost Russell presided, and among those present were 
Bailies M‘Donald and Gulland, Councillors Cranston, 
Gibson, Scott, Hunter, and Waterston ; Mr. Skinner, 
Town-clerk ; Professor Chiene, Professor Cossar Ewart, 
Prof. Struthers, Mr. Finlay Dun, Mr. James Macdonald, 
secretary of the Highland and Agricultural Society, and 
Mr. F. N. Menzies. 

The Lord Provost having expressed regret at the 
absence, through illness, of Principal Walley, referred to 
the position which the College occupied in the veterinary 
world. It had, he said, taken a foremost place in the 
veterinary education of the country, and the success of 
the students of the College had of late years been very 
marked indeed. During last year, out of 135 names 
added to the Register of qualified practitioners in Great 
Britain, 48 passed from the Dick College, being 4 more 
than from the English College, and more than from any 
other Scotch College. At the last professional examina- 
tion, in the summer of this year, 85 students took their 
diplomas, and 33 of these were from the Dick College. 
That was a remarkable testimony to the excellence of 
the teaching of the College. There was a project just 
now for iucreasing the educational resources of Edinburgh ai 
in relation to scientific subjects, a proposal having been 
set on foot to found a system of comprehensive and co- 
ordinate teaching in rural economy all along the line. 
There was another proposal, which, if carried out, would 
vastly improve the status of the veterinary profession, 
and that was that the University should give the degree 
of Bachelor of Science to the students who deserved it. 
That would be a large incentive tv those entering the 
veterinary profession to become really scientific men, 
and would add, uot only tu their knowledge of the best 
methods of dealing with animals, but to a knowledge of 
medicine as a science as well as an art. His Lordship 
concluded by introducing Mr. Dollar as an eminent 
veterinarian. 

Mr. Dollar took for the subject of his address 
“ William Dick,” the founder of the College. The name . 
of William Dick, he said, must be placed at the head of 1 
those who had devoted their lives to the profession of ‘ 
the veterinary surgeon. Dick was distinguished for the P 

1 
‘ 


breadth and enlightenment of his views, for‘his remarka- 
ble powers of observation, and for his untiring energy 12 
the pursuit and teaching of his profession. He had 
rapid powers of diagnosis, and he could tell the lame leg 
ot a horse and the seat of the lameness by hearing the 


animal trot in the street. .A great practitioner and 4 . 
great teacher, he seldom failed to rouse the sympathies 
of his pupils, so as to impress upon them much of his I 
own peculiar character. The worldly success of his z 
students was often due to the continued and judicious 
advice he was ever ready to afford them, He was 4? t 


intense lover of horses, and his mind often revolted from a 
the cruelties practised on them when being treated for 
disease ; and having in vain urged the necessity ? 
founding a system uf surgery and practice, he resolv 
to devote his energies to the foundation of a College for 


the promotion and elevation of the profession. (Or 
plause.) Mr. Dollar sketched the life of Professor no 
showing how few were the advantages with which 

commenced his career, and how his great position was 
built up by unflagygiug energy and devotion to his stu- 
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dents and high professional integrity. When he set|Chiene, Dr. James, Edinburgh; Dr. William Craig, 
himself to raise if not, indeed, to create the veterinary | Edinburgh; Mr. Finlay Dun, Edinburgh: Chief-Con- 
profession in Scotland, the work of treating animals for | stable Henderson, etc. Mr. Dollar occupied the chair, 
disease was in the hands of, farriers, cow-leeches, shep- | and the croupiers were Professor Mettam and Professor 
herds, and wise women. (Laughter.) The ignorance | Aitken of the Dick Veterinary College. After dinner, 
of these charlatans was appalling. Dick superseded | and the loyal and patriotic toasts, the Chairman propused 
them by qualifying himself to train a generation of prac- | the toast of the Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Council- 
tical veterinarians, and thus greatly to benefit the agri- | lors of the city, and the Dick Trust. The Lord Provost 
culture of this country. (Applause.) Looking around | having left to pay his duty to the Duke and Duchess of 
at that large audience gathered to do honour to William | York, Bailie M’Donald responded to the toast, and in 
Dick, it seemed rather singular to recall that only | his speech made a special point of the work which the 
seventy years ago he was an unknown man, struggling | Corporation were doing im beautifying the city through 
to advance his calling, and even glad when he had only | the removal of its slums. He expressed also his sense 
one auditor. (Applause.) He next sketched the origin | of the need there was of extending the bounds of the 
and progress of the Dick College, and enumerated some | Dick College, so as to allow it more room to expand. 
of the many eminent men who had been associated with | Councillor Cranstou proposed the toast of the University 
it, and the distinguished teachers of the veterinary art | of Edinburgh and the medical profession. Edinburgh 
who had sprung from it. Furthermore, the College had | people, he said, hardly knew the position they occupied 
been instrumental in popularising the veterinary art | throughout the whole world in virtue of their University. 
among country gentlemen, agriculturists, and young | men who had gone forth from the University had caused 
men destined for the colonies. The College presented a |1ts name to be so well known that it was an introduction 
unique example among the veterinary colleges of the;in every part of the world. (Applause). Professor 
world, for while it had never received a single farthing | Bailey Balfour, in responding for the University, and in 
from the State, it had steadily increased its scope and | noting how the University was regarded as the ‘- Town’s 
efficiency, and its history had been one of uninterrupted | College,’’ said he could not help reflecting that the Dick 
progress. Since Mr. Dick’s: death -it had educated up- | College was also the adopted child of the town. (Ap- 
wards of 1500 students, and. numbered among its grad- | plause.) He thought the conjunction of these at the 
uates those. holding the highest positions in the pro-| present time was a very happy one, avd there was no 
fession at home and abroad. .(Applause.) doubt that the bonds between the two might be drawn 

Mr. Dollar then presented to the College a portrait of | a little more closely than they had been. (Applause), 
Miss Mary Dick, sister of the late Professor, painted by | Dr. Craig responded for the medical profession. Mr. 
Mr. J. E. Christie, London. In doing so, he jsaid that | Finlay Dun proposed the toast of the Highlaud and 
the College was affectionately styled their alma mater ; | Agricultural Society, and especially he enlarged upon the 
but when he came to it he found not only an alma mater, | work which the Society had done in the promoting of 
but also a real: mother, and -that mother was the sister | veterinary education and ‘practice. In the same con- 
of the founder of the College—namely, Mary Dick. | nection he pointed to the activity of the Society in other 
(Applause). Besides being. a good housewife, she con-| branches of agricultural science ; and he said that the 
cerned herself with everything connected with the College, | fact that Scotland had not suffered so much from agri- 
and took a deep interest in the welfare of the students. | cultural depression as some other parts of the world 
She was. kindly helpful to the students in their studies, | depended on the fact that a reasonable amount of agricul- 
and her devotion to her brother was unbounded. (Ap- | tural teaching had been taken advantage of by agricul- 
plause). turists throughout the northern kingdom. (Applause). 

Professor Baird, of the Dick College, presented to the | Sir James Gibson-Craig and Mr. James Macdonald, 
College a portrait ofthe late Professor Dick, remarking | secretary of the Highland and Agricultural Society, re- 
that as the Professor and his sister had been so closely | plied to the toast. Mr. Macdonald said that if the 
associated in life, he thought it was appropriate that | Society was doing less fur veterinary science now than 
their portraits should hang together in the College. (Ap- | it used to do, it was because the veterinary profession 
plause). was doing more for itself. Captain Shaerme, 12th 

The Lord Provost, in accepting the gifts, said the | Lancers, who also spoke to the toast, urged the necessity 
portraits would keep in memory the great minds which | of proper means for the training of horses. Professor 
were at the foundation of that institntion. (Applause). | Struthers proposed “The Veterinary Profession,” and 
In thanking Mr. Dollar for his address, he was sure they | urged the claims of the veterinary profession in Scotland 
would give him his best reward, ‘which was that each one | to State recognition, in the direction of providing build- 
of them would endeavour to add one more name | ings and museums, Captain Moore and Mr. Rutherford 
to the list of the illustrious worthies who had already | responded, Other toasts were “ Miss Dick’s Trustees,” 
come from that College. (Applause), His Lordship | “ Mr. Dollar,” and “ The Veterinary Schools.” 
concluded by moving a vote of thanks to Mr. Dollar 
and Professor Baird for their valuable gifts. wets 

Mr. John Lawson, Manchester, seconded the motion, 
which was cordially adopted. - 

The Lord Provost then introduced Mr. Stewart Stock- 
mau as the newly-appointed Professor of Bacteriology, 
and he was warmly greeted. | 

On the motion of Dr. Aitken, the Lord Provost was | This report is always interesting and instructive 
thanked for presiding, and the proceedings ended. |to veterinarians. The careful way in which the 

In the evening Mr. Dollar entertained a company of | statistical tables are prepared renders them of the 
about seventy gentlemen at dinner in the Balmoral | greatest value in estimating, not only the presence 
Hotel. The company included the Lord Provost of the | and frequency of disease, but also its incidence in 
Gui a rd James Russell; Bailie M’Donald, Dean of | pogard to age and other circumstances. 

uid Miller, Mr. James Colston, and other members of | ‘Phe strength of the British Army in horses is now 


THE ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT, 
AnnvuaL Report, 1898-94. 


the Corporation and of, the. Dick Trust: Sir James— 
Gibson-Craig, Bart. ; Professor Bailey Balfour, Professor | 13,041 horses, 192 mules, and 1982 chargers— 


Cossar Ewart, Mr. James Skinner, town-clerk; Mr. | rather less than last year. P 
Adam, city chamberlain ; Professor Struthers, Professor! The loss of work from lameness or disease was 
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61'9 per cent. This seems high, but is explained 
by-the-fact that army horses are sent in for treat- 
ment for slighter conditions than are most of the 
horses in civil stables. There were 8640 cases under 
treatment and the average period of idleness was 21 
days. The died or slaughtered only reached 2-09 

r cent. and the sold amounted to 9-0 percent. The 

rger number of cases occurred in the remount 
establishment, where all the new purchases are— 
the admissions reaching 108°1 per cent. September 
and August are the months in which most inefficiency 
occurs, owing to the increased work and risk caused 
by the summer drills. 

The age which shows the largest number of “‘ cases” 
is four years. Between five and six produces the 
greater number of respiratory affections. Diseases 
of the urinary organs occur chiefly in 12 year old 
horses. Diseases of the generative organs, accord- 
ing to the statistics, prevail mostly in horses between 
four and five, This is rather startling, and of course 
is an illustration of how misleading statistics may be. 
Turning to the table we find under this head only nine 
cases, and of these only one is a disease—there are 7 
cases of Parturition and 1 Castration. The table 
may be all very well for departmental convenience 
but is dreadfully deceptive from a pathological 
aspect. 

he average age of the Army horses is just under 
9 years. The largest number are 5 years old. There 
are 700 sixteen years or more; 105 eighteen years 
or more, and 12 twenty years or more. In the event 
of a campaign most of these would have to be soon 
replaced—or left at home. 

Surgical diseases or accidents form by far the 
larger cause of inefficiency. Respiratory affections 
have largely decreased, and specific diseases are com- 
paratively few. Only 64 cases of Influenza are 
recorded, and 276 of Strangles. The Influenza cases 
arose at Sheffield, London, Windsor, Hounslow and 
in Ireland. It would be interesting to know if the 
disease was seen by private practitioners in these 
towns, and what type it presented. 

No case of Glanders or Farcy has been seen, and 
this is the sixth consecutive year the Army has been 
free from this dreadful plague. It is worth noting 
that freedom was attained before the discovery of 
mallein, and that therefore good clinical observation 
and proper measures of isolation and slaughter are 
sufficient to stamp out the disease. Of course mal- 
lein is of the greatest value, and its use very much 
reduces the cost and time necessary to clear a stud. 

Over the absence of glanders from the army many 
writers have fallen into a distinct error. They sup- 
pose that this absence is due to some especial skill- or 
care in the management. It is nothing of the sort— 
it is due mainly to the fact that the supply of horses 
is derived from uninfected sources. So long as 
young horses are purchased in the country very little 
chance of infection exists. The danger will arise 
when horses are wanted in a hurry and when the age 
limit is removed. The army will be infected again 
to acertainty when horses are purchased in large 
numbers under the stress of urgency. With e a 

qua 
certainty will it be infected if ever the registra- 
tion scheme is put intoaction. It is a weak policy to 


boast of freedom from disease and do nothing to help 
in removing the evil which exists widely in civil studs, 
and which must inevitably injure the army at the 
most vital time—when campaigning has commenced. 

The army authorities if they were wise would point 
out the danger to the civil authorities. They would 
call the attention of the Board of Agriculture to the 
negligence which exists and which permits 2000 
cases of glanders per annum to remain. They would 
point to their own freedom as evidence of how the 
disease can be got rid of, and ask to be protected 
from future infection. At present when the argu- 
ment of danger to the army is adduced Mr. Herbert 
Gardner says he recognises no such danger and that 
the Army Veterinary Department has made no 
mention of it. Surely this ought not to be. The 
danger is apparent, and infection inevitable when the 
day of action arrives. “4 

The clasification of disease adopted in these reports 
is capable of improvement. We have already noted 
the erroneous inference which might be drawn as to 
the prevalence of disease of the generative organs by 
including castration and parturition as morbid pro- 
cesses. Under “Circulatory Apparatus’’ one hun- 
dred cases are returned, which suggests cardiac trouble 
and embolism, but 88 are only lymphangitis. Under 
the heading ‘“‘ Nervous System” we find tetanus 
entered, which suggests rather ancient pathology ; and 
Lightning Stroke, which seems to confuse catse 
and effect. 


There are three cases of Chorea and one of Cancer _ 


in the tables, all of which would have been interest- 
ing if we could have had details from the veterinary 
attendant. If by Vertigo is meant Megrims we think 
the British Government might refrain from selling 
such dangerous animals. Shooting them would 
probably save the life of some unfortunate purchaser. 

Diseases of the digestive apparatus accounted for 
526 admissions to hospital, and 64 proved fatal—of 
these, 50 resulted from ruptures or strangulations. 

There were 290 cases of disease of the skin. Of 
these the mange parasite caused 81 and vegetable 
parasites 90. 

The diseases and accidents affecting the locomotory 
apparatus form a large class—2008 cases. The most 
numerous are sprains, 589; splints, 130 ; ringbone, 
133; spavin, 87: fractures, 50. The bone most 
commonly fractured is the tibia. Affections of the 
foot included cases of laminitis, 147 ; sandcrack, 29; 
corn, 91; pricks, 85; quittor, 4. 

This speaks well for the farriers. Only four quit- 
tors and thirty-five pricks by nails out of 15,395 
horses is evidence of great care and skill. 

The accidents and surgical diseases numbered 
4036 made up as follows: Wounds, 1606; contu- 
sions, 1822; harness galls, 752; abscess, 246; frac- 
tures, 56, of which 41 were pelvic. 

The whole report is interesting, and evidence that 
the veterinary department is well manned and well 
managed. 

The Army Veterinary School and the Army Vac- 
cine Institute have again done good work, and Major 
Longhurst with Lieutenant Butler have earned the 
commendation of the Director General. In a previous 
number we gave details of this work. 
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THE PERIOD OF GESTATION IN THE ASS. 


The period of gestation in the ass is usually given as 
identical with that of the horse. Mr. Blandford in his 
“ Fauna of British India,” writing of the Asiatic wild 
ass (E. hemio us) says “the period of gestation is prob- 
ably the same in the horse and the ass, about eleven 
morths.” Sir William Flower, in his “ Mammals Living 
and Extinct,’’ when describing the general character of 
the Equide, states definitely “the period of getation is 
eleven months.” Even so practical a writer as Capt. 
Hayes, in his admirable book. on the “ Points of the 
Horse,” though giving five pages to the enumeration of 
the differences between the ass and the horse, does not 
include the variation in the period of gestation The 
older writers give us but little information on the sub- 
ject. Pennant does not mention it, nor Bell in his 
“ British Quadrupeds.”’ 

It cannot but be regarded as extraordinary that of an 
animal so well known as the ass such an amount of 
ignorance should prevail. The period of gestation in the 
ass generally exceeds twelve months, in proof of which I 
beg to make the following extract from a volume which 
I have in the press : 

As this difference in the gestation of the two species is 
so generally ignored, I have thought it desirable to ad- 
duce the following definite instances of the period of 
gestation in the ass from the stud book of Mr. C. L. 
Sutherland : 


Dam. Sire. Date. Foal Born. Be 
If M d, 1877] J 878 ) 
nna to Seed ay 23rd, 1877| June 12, 1878 (jenny)| 385 
Dolores to Ranulfe...... April 19 and 20,| April 21, 1878 (jack)| 366 
1877 
Adéle to Vitré...........0+ une 24, 1879...... une 16, 1880 (jack}| 358 
Donna to une 23, 1870...... une 26, 1880 (jenny)! 369 
Donna II. to Vitré......... Sept. soem Oct.| Oct. 13, 1880 (jenny)| 379(?) 
27, 1879 
Nellie to Don Juan...... April 27, 1885...| May 16, 1886 (jack)| 385 
Dinah to Cetewayo...... une 15, 1887...) June 14, 1888 (jack)| 365 
Nellie to Malta Jack...... une 18, 1886...; July 3, 1887 (jenny)} 380 


The above were all large Py my of foreign breeds, such as the 
Maltese, Spanish, Poitou, and their crosses, which belonged to Mr. 


Sutherland. They were put to large foreign jacks with the above 


With regard to the zebras, I have endeavoured to 
obtain some accurate information, and find that the 
period of gestation in them agrees, as might be imagined, 
with that of the ass, and not with that of the horse. 


Bonnet-Pin in the Urethra. 


Dr. J. H. Simpson, Medical Officer to Rugby Hospital, 
relates the followin gcasein last week’s Lancet, The method 
or removal might be useful some day to a veterinarian. 

man forty-five years of age was admitted into 

ugby Hospital suffering from intense pain in his 
penis, Externally there could be felt a bard pin-like 
H y running down tae whole length of the urethra. 
© stated that he usually smoked in bed before getting 
up and kept by his side a bonnet-pin to clean out his 
ove with, pushing it into the matress at night, and that 
rer up suddenly that morning the pin had run 
th ° 218 penis. He also said that he had tried to extract 
fine pin aud had failed. I inserted into the urethra a 
pair of forceps, but could only grasp the shaft of the 
nia Me in his attempts at extraction, the point had 
mall the wall of the urethra and could be felt exter- 
ing near the frenum. As 1 could not by pushing the 
pin further back free the point, I forced it through to 


backwards and pushed the head through the meatus, and 
so extracted the whole pin. Beyond a little soreness on 
micturition fora day or two no further trouble ensued. 
The pin measured five inches in length, and the head, 
which was inserted first, measured nearly a quarter of an 
inch in diameter. 


OBITUARY. 


Mr. Tuomas WeEtts, Bracondale, Norwich, 
Graduated, London, February, 1831. 


We regret to announce the death, on Wednesday 
evening, 3rd inst., at the ripe old age of 87 years, of Mr. 
Thomas Wells, at his residence, Bracondale. Mr. Wells 
was for many years of an active life a well-known pro- 
fessional man, first in King’s Lynn, and in the best wl 
of his manhood on the Castle Hill, Nurwich. When a 
young man, he practised at King’s Lynn, and had a fine 
business connection not only in that town and its dis- 
trict, but extending beyond Wisbech. On Friday after- 
noon of each week before the introduction of railways he 
drove to Norwich to assist his uncle, Mr. Mornement, 
who practised in the city. Each Saturday afternoon he 
returned to Lynn, making as good time as the coach, 
though he drove one and the same hackney the whole of 
the two journeys. On Mr. Mornement’s death Mr. Wells 
succeeded to the large Norwich business, and taking up 
his residence there, extended it. The premises he 
occupied were taken down when Norwich Cattle Market 
was evlarged in the year 1862. Mr. Wells then built the 
fine veterinary establishment on the Hill, now occupied 
by Mr. Howes. On Mr. Wells’ retirement from business, 
some twenty-seven years ago, he was succeeded by Mr. 
A. Santy, and retired to Bracondale to spend the quiet 
autumn of a well-spent life. When The Norwich Mercury 
Company was formed he became one of the directors, 
and, during eighteen years, took an active part in its 
business work, retiring from the office in February, 1890, 
owing to increasing infirmities. He had been then some 
years one of the magistrates of the city, and had likewise 
served the citizens in the Town Council as a representa- 
tive of the Sixth Ward. During the last three years, 
while he has retained much of his mental vigour, bodily 
ailments have prevented his leaving his residence, and 
on Wednesday evening he passed away peacefully. His 
wife pre-deceased him some years. He leaves one son, 
who is in a large way of business in Dakota, U.S.A., and 
two daughters, the elder of whom is Mrs. W. R. Cooper, 
wife of the Clerk to the Magistrates of the city of Nor- 
wich, . Those who knew Mr. Wells, and there are many 
among the older agriculturists in Norfolk and citizens of 
Norwich, long ago recognised his sterling worth. : 


At the Norwich Police Court Mr. J. D. Smith said 
that before they proceeded with the business of the 
Court he could not help calling the attention of his 
fellow citizens to the loss the Bench had sustained in 
the,death of Mr. Thomas Wells, who for many years was a 
constant attendant on the Bench, and rendered very 
considerable services there. He had been suffering for 
a long time, and now he had suddenly left them, after a 
very severe illness, and at an advanced age. He was sure 
the Bench would wish him to say that they desired to 
convey to the family and to his son-in-law, the Magis- 
trates’ Clerk, their sincere condolence in the loss they 
had sustained. 

Mr. W. R. Cooper, the Clerk, said that on behalf of 
the family, he wished to thank Mr. Smith for the kind 
manner in which he had expressed himself.— astern 


- outside, drew it out up to the head, then turned it 


Evening News. 
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| of the S————— Horse Show, and handed to me bya 

prominent member of the medical profession.;— 
His remarks ou this—to.his idea—Cheap Jack system 

_ of advertising, so prevalent in the veterinary profession 
were far from complimentary. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


PROFESSIONAL. ADVERTISING. . 
Dear Sir, 
The enclosed leaf has been removed from the catalogue | 


9 

M.R.C.V.S., G., &e., 

VETERINARY SURGEON, 

(CANINE SPECIALIST), 


Oxford Hotel Yard, Oxford St eel, 


Hoises examined as to soundness, and Gentlemen assisted in their selection 
and purchases. 
All operations carefully performed in the most approved methods. 
Castration or Cleaning by ‘* Standing Operation.” 


DOCKING BY “MY NEW PATENT MACHINE.” 
VERY MODERATE CHARGES. 


Insurances effected on all kinds of Live Stock, against Accident or Disease, in 
one of the best Offices, and at moderate rates. 


Inspector & Agent: J. M. S————., M.R,C.V.S., &c. a 


r= J. M.S. calls daily at George Blundell’s Junr., R.S.S., Shoeing Estublish- 
ment, Sketty, where a large and varied stock of Medicine is kept, and all 
orders left there shall be promptly attended to. 

Furniture! Furniture!! Furniture! ! ! 1 
it 
b 
Make your Homes Comfortable by going to d 
[We conclude that the two lines at foot belong to another advertisement. | ; 
a 
\ a re | or consistent to do anything that shall cast a slur on the C 
COMBINED CALLINGS AND PROFESSIONAL | whole community, although profitable to the individual. h 
CONDUCT. | [t may be urged that these are lofty ideas and are not di 
Sir, ; " practicable in daily life, that “ necessity has no law,” it tk 
The question of what harm is done toa profession | may be so in some few cases, but the majority who advo- di 
by combining with ita trade, is not an individual but a | cate the combination of any trade with scientific pur- m 
universal one. When a right-thinking man enters into | suits are either those who have no sense of dignity or are ay 
scientific pursuits he is animated by all the possibilities | given over to consider money of more importance than su 
eX 


of usefulness and benefit to others that lie before him 
not unmixed with some traditional glory of the past and 
hopes of achievement which shall do something for his 
posterity and furnish him with present means. Having 
the honour and dignity of his profession at heart such a 
man naturally shrinks from any act that can lower it in 
public esteem, and this is the real rexson why it is the 
duty of members of our calling to abstain from any prac- 
va that teud in that direction. de. 

t appears to be terribly lost sight of that i - 
deavour to raise our educational ee social aimee 


reputation, and who care nothing for public opinion, 
using their position only as a means of selfish profit. 

In what manner a man’s leisure shall be spent, whether 
in self improvement, research, literature, or what not, 
best kuown to himself, but he has no right to engag? ” 
anything tv the detriment of his profession at large, 4” 
now that we are emerging from the quagmire of ignor 
ance and vulgarity that surrounded our calling 50 yes! 
ago, surely it is not too much to expect its members 1 
do nothing that shall disentitle them to the appellation 
of “ gentleman ”—one who shows every consideration for 


forget that the public want like educatin i i y 

, g (they estimate | his fellows. 

& man’s worth at his estimate of himself) hie hes is this Croydon. 

to be effected if we exhibit so little concern for our —- 


dignity by pursuing any conduct that can 

as Inconsistent with a scientific calling. 

must be admitted, nothing whatever degrading in honest 

work of any kind, and some work, the forge for instance 
. Might be deemed not inconsistent with surgery on 

account of early association, but it cannot be oxpeuiins 


essrs. 


Communications, Booxs, AND RECEIVED :—M 
A. H.Santy, F.G, Ashley, J. Temple, J. E. Miller. 
Dyer, B. Irving. Comp. 

Medical Review, Nos. 680-81 (St. Louis), 
Path. Agricultural Magazine, Colombo, Nos. 
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